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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Services  for  the  year  1963. 

A register  is  now  maintained  by  the  health  visiting  staff  of 
children  who  are  “ At  Risk  These  children  are  special  children 
in  the  sense  that  in  varying  degrees  they  will  require  more  detailed 
supervision.  Within  this  group  there  are  several  categories  that  in- 
clude the  premature  infant,  the  child  with  a home  background  of 
difficulties  and  co-ordinated  activity  is  required  with  the  help  of  the 
family  doctor  and  medical  officer.  The  health  visitors  report  that 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  children  have  been  placed  on  the  regis- 
ter and  as  this  branch  of  case  finding  grows,  special  clinics  will  be 
required.  An  appointment  system  is  contemplated  in  order  that 
detailed  assessments  can  be  made.  The  peripatetic  teacher  of  the 
deaf  is  working  closely  with  the  health  visitors  as  it  is  known  that 
within  this  group  of  children  partial  loss  of  hearing  occurs  with  some 
frequency. 

The  appointment  of  the  peripatetic  teacher  of  the  deaf  has  been 
a very  useful  advance  in  the  ascertainment  of  children  with  impaired 
hearing..  It  is  of  course  preventive  work.  Screening  tests  have  been 
undertaken  in  respect  of  four  groups  of  children,  school  entrants,  those 
with  defects  of  speech,  children  attending  remedial  classes  and  those 
referred  direct  by  head  teachers.  Over  1,700  children  have  been 
screened  and  about  200  failed  to  pass  the  screening  test.  The  follow- 
up of  the  children  is  a matter  for  co-ordination  between  the  medical 
staff,  general  practitioner  and  the  consultants.  It  is  important  at  this 
stage  that  parents  and  teachers  should  be  aware  of  impaired  hearing. 
Three  children  are  having  individual  instruction  from  the  peripatetic 
teacher. 

Under  the  Mental  Health  Act  the  work  of  the  mental  health 
officers  has  increased  rapidly  and  there  is  a splendid  working  arrange- 
ment between  the  psychiatrists  and  family  doctors.  During  the  year 
two  hundred  and  sixty-two  patients  were  referred  to  this  most  valued 
branch  of  the  community  care  services.  The  mental  health  workers 
get  to  know  the  patients  either  within  the  psychiatric  hospital  or  at 
hospital  clinics,  and  there  is  some  evidence  that  because  of  their  sup- 
port hospital  re-admissions  have  been  reduced.  The  case  load  has 
been  noted  by  the  County  Council  and  permission  has  been  given  to 
appoint  an  additional  worker. 

The  County  Council  has  given  further  consideration  to  the  special 
needs  of  these  people.  A site  is  now  being  sought  centrally  within 
the  county  to  build  an  old  persons’  home  and  the  Mental  Health  Com- 
mittee has  also  been  promised  an  erstwhile  childreh’s  home  which 
after  adaptations  will  be  used  as  a hostel  for  mentally  sub-normal 
children.  There  are  seventy-eight  mentally  sub-normal  patients 
attending  training  centres  in  Boston  and  Spalding.  Experience  gained 
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during  the  last  three  years  of  the  employment  of  the  mentally  sub- 
normal men  in  the  workshop  has  been  most  valuable  and  a most  re- 
warding venture  and  much  experience  will  have  been  gained  before 
transfer  to  the  adult  day  training  centre  which  is  now  being  built. 
It  is  expected  that  the  day  training  centre  with  attached  hostel  for  men 
and  women  will  be  opened  in  1965. 

The  Youth  Club  at  Allan  House  is  indeed  a happy  venture,  it 
sparkles  with  delight  and  enthusiasm  and  I congratulate  the  staff. 

The  appointment  of  a senior  Health  Visitor  for  Health  Education 
has  been  of  undoubted  value  and  further  reference  is  made  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  report.  During  the  year  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
talks  and  demonstrations  were  given  by  the  senior  health  visitor  or 
other  members  of  the  health  visiting  staff.  Mothercraft  classes  for 
expectant  mothers,  and  the  mothers  may  be  either  booked  for  hospital 
or  home  confinement,  were  continued  at  the  four  main  centres  and  two 
thousand  and  thirteen  attendances  were  made.  The  need  for  good 
ante-natal  care  has  always  been  a sound  maxim  and  associated  with 
careful  selection  of  patients  for  hospital  confinement  and  the  wise  use  of 
hospital  beds,  are  both  matters  of  fundamental  importance.  Detailed 
attention  has  been  given  to  these  mothers  to  help  the  well-being  of 
the  mother  and  child  and  to  reduce  the  mortality  of  the  new-born 
during  the  first  week  or  month  of  life. 

Miss  E.  K.  Bally,  Chief  Nursing  Officer,  retired  in  the  autumn. 
Miss  Bally  came  to  this  county  to  organise  the  Nursing  Services  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  County  Council  has 
placed  on  record  a sincere  tribute  to  her  achievements  not  only  within 
the  county,  but  also  for  her  services  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

The  welfare  of  the  elderly  continues  to  receive  care  and  consider- 
ation and  a new  old  people’s  home  was  opened  in  October,  1963.  The 
County  Welfare  Committee  has  accommodation  for  two  hundred  and 
eighty-one  old  people  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a new  home  in  Boston 
will  be  opened  in  the  autumn  of  1964.  This  will  be  the  third  purpose 
built  home  and  will  provide  accommodation  for  40  old  people.  The 
Meals  on  Wheels  service  which  is  administered  by  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  served  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  eleven 
meals.  This  splendid  service  is  reviewed  from  time  to  time  and  further 
expansions  contemplated. 

Two  Water  Boards  have  now  taken  command  and  I am  indebted 
to  the  officials  who  have  provided  most  helpful  information.  During 
the  year  two  thousand  and  twenty-four  million  gallons  of  water  were 
supplied  to  the  county  for  all  purposes. 

My  thanks  are  due  Mr.  Chairman,  to  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  very  helpful  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FIELDING. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  267,854 

Population  (census  1961) 103,388 

Population  (estimated — mid  1963)  104,580 

Rateable  Value  for  the  County  (1st  April,  1964)  ...  £2,758,247 

Estimated  Product  of  penny  rate  for  the  whole 

County,  1964-65  £11,206 


(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

813 

776 

1,589 

Illegitimate  

45 

50 

95 

Total  Births  

858 

826 

1,684 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

16.1. 

Stillbirths — Males  16,  Females  19.  Total  35. 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  : — 20.4. 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  : — 1,719. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  : — 32. 

Infant  mortality  rates  : — 

Total  per  1,000  live  births 19.0 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  18.9 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births ...  31.6 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (21  under  4 weeks)  per  1,000  live 

births  12.5 

(Corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  14.2) 

Illegitimate  live  births  numbered  95  being  5.6%  of  total  live  births. 
Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  (18)  per  1,000 
live  births)  : — 10.7. 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
(53)  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  : — 30.8. 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  : — 1. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  : — 0.58. 

(Corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  0.28). 

Deaths  from  all  causes  1,174.  Net  Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  population) 


Urban  Districts  

12.6 

Rural  Districts 

10.4 

Administrative  County 

11.2 

England  and  Wales  

12.2 

Deaths  from  Measles 

•••  •••  ••• 

..  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  

•••  ...  ...  * 

...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  1 year) 

...  •••  ...  < 

2 
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BIRTH  RATE.— The  birth  rate  for  1963  has  again  risen  to  16.1 
as  against  15.5  in  1962.  The  highest  rate  within  the  County  was  again 
Boston  Borough  at  17.8,  whilst  the  Spalding  Rural  District  was  the 
lowest  with  a rate  of  14.6.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1963  was  18.2.  The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  at  95  was  an 
increase  of  3 over  the  previous  year  and  represents  5.6%  of  the  total 
live  births. 

DEATH  RATE. — The  net  death  rate  for  1963  was  11.2  compared 
with  10.8  for  1962.  Spalding  Urban  District  continued  to  have  the 
highest  rate  of  15.3  and  Spalding  Rural  had  the  lowest  rate  of  8.3. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES.— A figure  of  19.0  (deaths  up- 
der  one  year)  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of  23.5  for  1962 
and  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  20.9.  The  Neo- 
natal Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks)  was  12.5  compared  with 
the  figure  of  16.1  for  1962.  The  Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
(deaths  under  1 week)  also  showed  a marked  decrease,  falling  from 
14.2  in  1962  to  10.7  in  1963.  The  Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still- 
births and  deaths  under  1 week)  was  30.8  for  1963  against  39.7  for 

1962. 

MAIN  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. — The  following  table  shows  the 
figures  for  the  main  killing  diseases  in  the  County  of  Holland  during 

1963. 


Disease. 

Total  number  of  deaths. 

Heart  Diseases  

345 

Cancer  

220 

Vascular  Diseases 

184 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  ... 

59 

Pneumonia  

77 

Bronchitis  

50 

HEART  DISEASES. — The  figure  of  345  is  17  fewer  than  for  1962 
and  represents  29.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

CANCER. — The  number  of  deaths  in  1963  was  220,  an  increase 
of  7 for  1962  and  represents  18.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from 
all  causes. 

The  following  table  of  death  rates  from  cancer  shows  the  com- 
parisons between  the  five  district  Authorities,  the  Administrative 
County,  and  England  and  Wales  : — 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1963. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  OVER  50  YEARS 
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ADMINISTRATION 


In  the  County  of  Holland  there  is  no  need  for  decentralisation 
and  all  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  Authority’s 
health  services  is  undertaken  at  the  County  Hall,  Boston  (Boston 
2281). 

The  main  committee  is  the  Health  Committee  with  three  sub-com- 
mittees, each  with  delegated  functions. 

Maternity  and  Welfare  Sub-Committee 

Mental  Health  Sub -Committee 

Appointments  Sub-Committee 

CO-ORDINATION  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
PARTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  district  authorities  as  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  also  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers. 

In  the  following  additional  ways,  co-operation  is  also  secured 
through  the  : — 

Obstetric  Committee. 

Lincoln  No.  3 Hospital  Management  Committee. — (Mental 
Health) . 

Lines.  (Holland)  Executive  Council. 

Local  Medical  Committee. 

Sheffield  Liaison  Committee. 

JOINT  USE  OF  STAFF 

im  — — — — — — — — — — — 

There  is  no  change  to  report. 

VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 


Full  use  is  made  of  the  various  voluntary  organisations  in  the 
County  as  follows  : — 

Red  Cross  Society  Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Boston. 

(Boston  Branch) 
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St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
British  Legion 

(Crowland  Branch)  

Lincoln  Diocesan  Board  for  Social 
Work 

Lines.  (Holland)  Care  Committee 


Voluntary  Committees  at  certain 
Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Boston  and  District  Society 
for  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children. 

► 

Spalding  and  District  Society 
for  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children.  j 

Boston  and  Holland  Blind 
Society  


Medical  Loan  Depots  at  Spalding, 
Sutton  Bridge  and  Holbeach. 

Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Crowland. 

Welfare  Work  mainly  in  connec- 
tion with  unmarried  mothers. 

Care  and  after-care  work  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis,  prob- 
lem families,  nursing  services 
and  other  illnesses,  including 
mental  sickness. 

General  assistance  at  child  wel- 
fare sessions. 


Co-operation  and  material  assis- 
tance in  dealing  with  mentally 
handicapped  children,  particu- 
larly at  Training  Centres. 


Welfare  of  the  Blind. 


The  County  Council  also*  makes  use  of  the  services  of  a number 
of  National  Associations  and  Bodies,  to  whom  annual  subscriptions 
are  paid  as  follows  : — 

Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 


National  Association  for  Mental  Health 


National  Baby  Welfare  Council. 

National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare. 
National  Council  for  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  her  Child. 
The  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 

Whooping  Cough.— 23  cases  were  notified  against  11  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Diphtheria. — It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  fifteenth  succes- 
sive year  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  notification  of  this  disease  has 
continued  its  marked  decline.  35  cases  were  notified  in  1963  against 
64  in  1962  and  99  in  1961. 


Dysentery. — A total  of  479  cases  were  notified  occurring  mainly 
amongst  school  children  in  the  Boston  area.  This  is  a sequel  to  the 
outbreak  in  the  Spalding  area  in  the  autumn  of  1962  and  subsided  in 
March. 

Poliomyelitis. — For  the  second  successive  year  no  confirmed  cases 
were  reported. 

Pneumonia. — 52  cases  notified  compared  with  43  for  the  previous 
year.  46  of  the  52  cases  were  notified  as  occurring  in  the  Boston 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

Chicken  Pox. — A mild  year,  171  cases  notified  compared  with  709 
for  1962. 

Measles. — 1,289  cases  notified,  distributed  evenly  between  the 
five  county  districts.  518  cases  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

Food  Poisoning. — There  are  again  no  serious  outbreaks  reported, 
7 sporadic  cases  compared  with  8 for  the  previous  year. 

Scabies. — 6 cases  notified  in  the  Boston  Urban  district,  the  first  in 
the  County  since  1960. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  Holland  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 
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SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG 

iim  iimuhi  amapwiwm.,  ■wMe»qy>g»ormr,'iri  it  n Tn  aiwm  i,  nu  u i „ 1 1 n | | 

CHILDREN 


Home  Visiting. — Home  visiting  of  children  under  school  age  is  an 
important  part  of  the  health  visitor’s  duties.  More  detailed  informa- 
tion is  given  in  the  health  visiting  section. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. — There  are  now  19  centres  in  the  County 

at  which  69  sessions  are  held  per  month. 

A Medical  Officer  normally  attends  at  the  more  important  centres 
but,  when  this  is  not  considered  necessary,  a doctor  only  attends  fort- 
nightly or  monthly. 

A statistical  table  is  given  on  page  21,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  3,541  children  (of  whom  1,134  were  under  one  year  of  age) 
attended  during  the  year  and  made  a total  of  29,049  attendances. 
The  percentage  of  new  babies  attending  the  centres,  related  to  the  total 
live  births  for  1963  was  67%,  an  increase  of  5%  compared  with  1962. 

The  family  doctor  is  notified  when  it  is  considered  that  any  child 
should  be  referred  to  a hospital  clinic  for  consultant  opinion. 

At  most  of  the  centres  there  are  voluntary  workers  who  render 
valuable  service. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  infant  welfare  centres  : — 


Centre 

Frequency 

Day 

Boston  (Allan  House) 

Weekly 

Monday 

Boston  (Ferry  House) 

Weekly 

Tuesday, 

Boston  (Woad  Farm) 

Weekly 

Tuesday 

Crowland 

Weekly 

Tuesday 

Donington 

Weekly 

Thursday 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

Monthly 

2nd  Thursday 

Fishtoft 

Weekly 

Thursday 

Gosberton 

Monthly 

1st  Thursday 

Holbeach 

Weekly 

Thursday 

Kirton 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Long  Sutton 

Weekly 

Friday 

Moulton 

Monthly 

3rd  Thursday 

Pinchbeck 

Monthly 

4th  Friday 

Spalding 

Twice  Weekly 

Tuesday,  Friday 

(except  4th  Friday) 

Sutton  Bridge 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Swineshead 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Whaplode  Drove 

Monthly 

4th  Wednesday 

Wrangle 

Weekly 

Friday 

Wyberton 

Weekly 

Thursday 

20 


Supplies  of  Welfare  Foods,  dried  milk,  and  other  proprietary 
foods  are  available  at  all  the  child  welfare  centres.  In  addition  the 
Council  also  deals  with  an  extensive  distribution  of  national  dried  milk 
and  other  welfare  foods.  The  arrangements  continued  to  work 
smoothly  and  a few  alterations  were  made  during  the  year  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  public. 

Stores. — The  central  bulk  stores  are  kept  at  St.  John's  House, 
Skirbeck  Road,  Boston. 

Transport. — The  transport  of  stocks  to  Clinics  and  Parochial 
selling  points  is  undertaken  by  County  vehicles  by  arrangements  with 
the  County  Transport  Officer. 

Distribution. 

(a)  Parochial  Selling  Points — Eighteen  in  number. 

(b)  Boston  : Nine  sessions  each  week. 

St.  John’s  House. 

Allan  House. 

Ferry  House  Clinic. 

Bargate  Clinic. 

Woad  Farm  Welfare  Centre. 

(c)  Donington  : 

Thursday  afternoon — The  Clinic. 

(d)  Wrangle  : 

Friday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  Bede  School. 

(e)  Kirton  : 

Wednesday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  Town  Hall. 

( f ) Swinieshead  : 

Wednesday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  The  Hut. 

(g)  Spalding  : Five  sessions  each  week. 

The  Clinic,  Holland  Road,  Spalding. 

(h)  Holbeach  : Two  sessions  each  week. 

The  Clinic,  Park  Road,  Holbeach. 

(i)  Long  Sutton  : 

Friday  afternoon — Welfare  Centre,  Church  Hall. 

(j)  Sutton  Bridge  : Two  sessions  each  week. 

The  Church  Hall  Clinic. 

(k)  Crow  land  : 

Tuesday  afternoon — The  Abbey  Institute. 

(l)  Deeping  St.  Nicholas  : 

2nd  Thursday  afternoon — Church  Hall. 

(m)  Gosberton  : 

1st  Thursday  in  each  month — Parish  Hall,  Gosberton. 
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(n)  Fishtoft  : 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday — Rochford  Tower  Hall. 

(o)  Whaplode  Drove  : 

4th  Friday  in  each  month — Whaplode  Chapel. 

(p)  Wyberton  : 

Thursday  afternoon — The  Parish  Hall. 

(q)  Moulton  : 

3rd  Thursday  in  month — Parish  Hall. 

(r)  Pinchbeck  : 

4th  Thursday  in  month  — Village  Hall. 

The  figures  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963,  were  as 
follows  : — 


Number  of  distribution  centres 
Welfare  Foods  issued  : 
National  Dried  Milk 

Vitamin  Tablets  

Orange  Juice  

Cod  Liver  Oil  


39 


25,405  tins. 

1,874  packets. 
13,927  bottles. 
1,575  bottles. 


All  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  administered  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  and  the  following  table  summarises  the  position  : — 

No.  of  Children  who  attended  Centres  during  the 

year  3,541 

Number  of  Children  who  attended  during  the  year 
and  who  were  born  in — 


1963 

1962 

1961-58 


1,134 

1,010 

1,397 


Total  No.  of  attendances  made  by  children  during  the  year — 

Under  1 year  of  age 18,298 

Over  1 year  of  age  10,751 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. — -There  is  no  change  to  report. 

When  their  duties  permit,  the  Council's  health  visitors  attend 
ante-natal  sessions  to  maintain  contact  with  this  work. 


Apart  from  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  has  arranged  weekly  sessions  at 
Boston  General  Hospital,  Spalding  Johnson  Hospital  and  Holbeach 
Clinic. 


The  number  of  women  who  attended  the  Local  Health  Authority’s 
clinics  and  shared  clinics  during  the  year  was  584  and  the  total  num- 
ber of  attendances  was  2,121. 

Post-Natal  Clinics. — No  special  clinics  are  held.  As  a rule  the 
post-natal  examination  is  done  by  the  general  practitioner  as  provided 
in  the  domiciliary  maternity  scheme. 
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Dental  Treatment. — Dental  Treatment  for  mothers  and  children 
under  five  was  continued  during  the  year.  Patients  are  referred  from 
the  ante-natal  and  child  welfare  clinics  and  in  the  case  of  children  a 
reminder  is  sent  on  the  third  birthday  in  the  form  of  a birthday  card. 

During  1963,  8 mothers  and  42  children  attended  for  inspection 
and  in  25  cases  treatment  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Talks  on  dental  health  were  given  to  expectant  mothers. 


Mothers 

Under  fives 

Number  examined  

...  8 

42 

Treated  

...  8 

17 

Dentally  fit  at  end  of  year 

Type  of  treatment  : 

...  8 

16 

Scaling  and  gum  treatment 

6 

— 

Fillings  

...  8 

11 

Extractions  

1 

16 

General  Anaesthetics  

— 

10 

Provision  of  partial  dentures  . . . 
Provisions  for  full  upper  or  lower 

1 

— 

dentures  

— 



Maternity  Beds. — The  health  visitors  continued  to  investigate, 
at  the  request  of  the  hospital  authorities,  cases  recommended  for  ad- 
mission on  sociological  grounds. 

67  applications  were  received  and  36  patients  were  recommended 
for  admission. 

Of  the  total  births,  as  adjusted  by  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
67.3%  were  institutional. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment. — Children  of  pre-school  age  requiring 
treatment  are  normally  referred  to  the  out-patient  departments  of 
hospitals  but,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  some  children  are  seen 
at  the  school  clinics  by  the  Consultant.  The  number  of  attendances 
made  in  this  field  during  the  year  was  294. 

Blood  Testing. — Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  Medical 
Officers  at  ante-natal  clinics  collect  and  send  blood  specimens  for 
examination. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. — Special  cots  and  equipment  are 
available,  if  required,  for  children  nursed  at  home  but,  when  special 
medical  and  nursing  care  are  indicated,  cases  are  transferred  to  hos- 
pitals. A premature  baby  incubator  is  maintained  at  Boston  General 
Hospital  and  is  immediately  available  for  an  emergency  admission.  A 
member  of  the  hospital  paediatric  staff  would  normally  travel  in  the 
ambulance.  The  number  of  premature  live  births  was  102  which  is 
6.0%  of  the  total  live  births  notified  ; of  the  total  number  (35)  of 
stillbirths  notified,  15  (or  42%)  were  premature. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  : — 
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Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. — The  County 

Health  Department  works  in  close  association  with  the  Children's 
Department  and  the  Lincoln  Diocesan  Board  for  Social  Work.  The 
latter  is  a registered  association  for  dealing  with  adoption.  The  County 
Council  makes  an  annual  grant  to  the  Diocesan  Board,  on  a case-load 
basis. 

During  the  year  12  patients  were  sent  to  the  Quarry  Home,  Lin- 
coln, or  to  similar  establishments.  The  cost  in  each  case  being  borne 
by  the  County  Council  less  contributions  obtained  from  unmarried 
mother,  putative  father  or  other  sources. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948.  There  was 
one  new  application  received  during  the  year,  and  no  cancellations. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4 child  minders  on  the  register  with 
23  approved  places. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic.- — The  County  Council  allow  the  use  of 
the  Ferry  House  Clinic  on  one  evening  each  week  to  a branch  of  the 
Family  Planning  Association  at  a nominal  rent. 

At  Risk  Register. — Each  Health  Visitor  continues  to  keep  an 
“At  Risk  " register  showing  the  history  and  development  of  children 
on  her  district  requiring  special  supervision  by  reason  of  any  develop- 
mental abnormality.  Those  registered  include  such  groups  as  premature 
infants,  haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn,  congenital  abnormalities, 
difficult  births,  virus  infection  in  the  mother,  and  children  with  im- 
paired hearing,  etc. 

In  association  with  the  Health  Visitors'  “ At  Risk  " registers,  a 
central  register  is  being  compiled  of  infants  suffering  from  severe  con- 
genital abnormalities — to  include  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths.  Since 
January  1964  a monthly  return  of  congenital  abnormalities  is  for- 
warded to  the  Registrar  General. 

Early-Neo-natal  Deaths. — The  following  list  shows  the  causes  and 
age  of  death  of  the  eighteen  cases  reported  died  under  the  age  of  one 


week  during  1963. 

Age  at  death 

Cause 

2 days 

la.  Atelectasis 

b.  Prematurity  (35  weeks). 

2 hours 

la.  Prematurity 
b.  Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

8 hours 

la.  Hyaline  membrane  disease 

2.  Maternal  diabetes 

18  hours 

la.  Prematurity  (29  weeks) 

8 hours 

la.  Prematurity 

20  hours 

la.  Hydrocephalus 

1 day 

la.  Congenital  Haemolytic  anaemia 
b.  Haemolytic  disease  of  the  new  born 

1 day 

la.  Prematurity 
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Age  at  death 

Cause 

1 day 

la.  Prematurity 

b.  Congenital  abnormalities 

c.  Tracheo  oesophageal  fistula 
Imperforate  anus 

1 day 

la.  Prematurity 

30  minutes 

la.  Multiple  congenital  abnormalities 

8 hours 

la.  Neonatal  asphyxia 

b.  Prematurity 

c.  Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

3 days 

la.  Prematurity 
b.  Maternal  toxaemia 

12  hours 

la.  Intracranial  haemorrhage 

2 days 

la.  Atelectasis 

21  hours 

la.  Prematurity  (29  weeks) 

16  hours 

la.  Prematurity 

9 hours 

la.  Cerebral  anoxia 
b.  Prematurity  (32  weeks) 

MIDWIVES  ACTS 


LOCAL  SUPERVISING  AUTHORITY.— The  County  Council 
is  the  supervising  authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Midwives  Acts. 
The  non-medical  supervision  is  done  by  the  County  Chief  Nursing 
Officer. 

INSPECTIONS. — Domiciliary  midwives  are  inspected  at  least 
quarterly  and  additional  visits  are  paid  when  necessary.  Visits  are 
also  paid  to  hospital  midwives  and  private  maternity  nurses  in  the 
County  area. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INTENTION  TO  PRACTISE.— The 
number  of  midwives  who  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise 
during  the  period  of  1st  February,  1963  to  31st  January,  1964  was  54. 

The  number  of  practising  domiciliary  midwives  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  21.  In  addition  there  were  4 midwives  acting  as  mater- 
nity nurses  who  took  occasional  cases  but  resided  elsewhere. 

PUPIL  MIDWIVES. 


Number  of  pupils  who  have 
completed  district  training  in 
the  area  during  the  year  as 
part  of  a Part  II  midwifery 
course  

Wholly  on  the  district  ...  Nil 

Partly  on  the  district  ...  6 

Number  in  training  at  end  of 
year  

Wholly  on  the  district  ...  Nil 
Partly  on  the  district  ...  4 
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DELIVERIES  ATTENDED  BY  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 

DURING  1963 


Number  of  domiciliary  confine- 
ments attended  by  midwives 
under  N.H.S.  arrangements 

Number  of  cases  delivered  in 
hospitals  and  other  institutions 
but  discharged  and  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives  before 
the  10th  day 

Doctor  not 
booked 

Doctor 

booked 

Total 

35 

513 

548 

388 

MEDICAL  AID. — Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  111 
times  for  domiciliary  cases  and  228  institutional  cases.  Of  the  domi- 
ciliary patients,  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide  the 
patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  in  101  cases. 

The  classification  of  the  emergencies  in  the  domiciliary  cases  was 


as  follows  : — 

PREGNANCY. 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  2 

Albuminuria  1 

Raised  blood  pressure  9 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy 2 

Anaemia  4 

Other  conditions  4 

Twin  pregnancy  3 


LABOUR. 

Breech  presentation  

Malpresentation  

Retained  or  adherent  placenta 

Ruptured  perineum  

Prolonged  labour  and  uterine  inertia 

Premature  labour 

Other  conditions  

LYING-IN. 

Varicose  veins  and  swollen  legs  3 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  2 

Pyrexia  ...  ...  8 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


2 
2 
27 
2 
6 
7 
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CHILD. 

Prematurity  1 

Inflammation  of  or  discharge  from  eyes 7 

Malformation  2 

Rashes  3 

Foetal  Distress  9 

NOTIFICATIONS  FROM  MID  WIVES. —The  following  noti- 
fications were  received  from  midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  : — 

Notifications  of  sending  for  medical  aid  Ill 

Laying  out  dead  body 1 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  7 

Notification  of  death  or  still  birth 5 

SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS.— The  County  Council  provide 
a domiciliary  midwifery  service  by  employing  whole-time  District 
Midwives  and  District  Nurse /Midwives.  The  day  to  day  manage- 
ment of  the  service  devolves  upon  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer,  her 
Deputy  and  Assistant.  On  the  31st  December,  1963,  5 District  Mid- 
wives and  14  District  Nurse /Mid  wives  were  employed.  Two  vacan- 
cies for  District  Nurse /Midwives  were  filled  early  in  1964  making  the 
establishment  complete. 

ANALGESIA. — All  the  domiciliary  midwifery  staff  are  qualified 
to  administer  inhalational  analgesia. 

Twenty  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 
and  twelve  sets  for  the  administration  of  trilene  were  provided  by  the 
County  Council. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  487  cases  (gas  and  air  142,  trilene 
345).  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  receiving  inhala- 
tional analgesia  was  88.9%. 

Pethilorfan  was  also  much  used  either  alone  or  in  conjunction 
with  inhalational  analgesia.  It  was  administered  in  305  cases.  There 
is  strict  control  in  the  use  of  dangerous  drugs  by  midwives. 

STERILISED  MATERNITY  OUTFITS.— Maternity  outfits  are 
available  free  of  charge  for  all  women  confined  at  home.  513  outfits 
were  issued  during  the  year. 
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CASES  : The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  midwives  : — 


No.  of  Visits 

Number  of 

District 

Ante-natal  1 

To  patients’ 
homes 

Delivery 

Lying-in 

patients  visited 
following 
discharge 
from  hospitals 
before  1 Oth 
day 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 
Fishtoft 

1540 

202 

3715 

63 

Freiston,  Benington 
and  Butterwick 

130 

12 

392 

11 

Wrangle  and  Old  Leake 

209 

22 

401 

11 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

315 

26 

420 

8 

Sutterton  and  Algarkirk, 
etc. 

155 

17 

413 

4 

Swineshead  and  District 

155 

15 

305 

23 

Donington  and  District 

118 

13 

283 

16 

Gosberton 

296 

23 

520 

9 

Spalding,  Cowbit, 

Moulton  and  Weston 

1166 

85 

2047 

87 

Pinchbeck  and  Surfleet 

166 

24 

398 

14 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

193 

16 

309 

11 

Crowland 

217 

15 

351 

10 

Holbeach 

137 

11 

308 

37 

Holbeach  Bank,  Hol- 
beach St.  Matthew's, 
Holbeach  St.  Mark's, 
and  Saracen’s  Head 

147 

12 

361 

30 

Gedney,  Gedney  Dyke 
and  Fleet 

146 

9 

239 

12 

Long  Sutton  and  Lutton 

229 

15 

484 

19 

Tydd,  Sutton  St.  James, 
Sutton  St.  Edmund 
and  Gedney  Hill 

154 

14 

242 

13 

Sutton  Bridge 

198 

18 

577 

10 

TOTALS 

5671 

549 

11765 

388 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 


STAFF. — As  previously  stated,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  County 
Council  to  employ  health  visitors  on  combined  duties.  Qualified 
health  visitors  are  stationed  in  convenient  centres  throughout  the 
County  and  on  the  31st  December,  1963  the  staff  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Senior  Health  Visitor  for  Health  Education. 

12  Health  Visitors,  carrying  out  school  nursing  and  other  duties. 

1 Health  Visitor  for  Mental  Health. 

4 Nurses  on  clinic  duties. 

Supervisory  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer 
and  there  are  regular  monthly  meetings  when  matters  of  general 
interest  are  explained  and  discussed. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK. — The  following  table  summarises  the 
work  of  the  health  visitors  and  gives  some  indication  of  the  extent 
of  their  work. 


Number  Visited 

Total  Visits 

Children  born  in  1963  

1582 

6016 

Children  born  in  1962  

1283 

3381 

Children  born  1958 — 1961  

2857 

5326 

Expectant  Mothers  

237 

640 

Persons  aged  65  years  and  over  .... 

169 

846 

Mentally  Disordered  persons 

76 

160 

Persons  discharged  from  hospitals 
(other  than  mental  hospitals)  .... 

42 

65 

Households — tuberculous  

338 

— 

Households — infectious  diseases  .... 

139 

— 

Unclassified  

— 

518 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION— BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN 
— ADOPTIONS. — Although  this  work  comes  within  the  province  of 
the  Children’s  Department,  the  health  visitors  pay  the  usual  routine 
visits  to  children  under  five  years  of  age. 


30 


SECTION  25 — HOME  NURSING 


GENERAL  SCHEME. — The  County  Council  provide  a domi- 
ciliary nursing  service  by  the  direct  employment  of  whole-time  district 
nurses  or  district  nurse /midwives.  There  was  no  change  in  these 
arrangements  during  the  year. 

STAFF. — Seven  whole-time  nurses  are  employed  and  sixteen 
nurses  devoted  part  of  their  time  to  the  service.  The  equivalent  in 
terms  of  whole-time  staff  is  fifteen. 


WORK  UNDERTAKEN. — Home  nurses  attended  1,493  cases, 
the  number  of  visits  being  41,910. 


District 

No.  of 

Nurses 

No.  of 

Patients 

attended 

No.  of  per- 

sons aged 
under  5 years 

at  first  visit 

No.  of  persons 

aged  65  years 

or  over  at 

first  visit 

Total 

number  of 

visits 

Boston,  Fish  toft  and 

Wyberton 

3 

301 

6 

200 

9056 

Freiston,  Benington  and 
Butterwick 

1 

25 

1 

19 

1488 

Wrangle  and  Old  Leake 

1 

32 

— 

15 

1607 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

1 

50 

1 

28 

1108 

Sutterton  and  Algarkirk 

1 

86 

5 

21 

726 

Swineshead 

1 

63 

2 

35 

1921 

Donington 

1 

54 

1 

38 

1215 

Gosberton 

1 

33 

5 

20 

893 

Pinchbeck  and  Surfleet 

1 

24 

2 

16 

768 

Spalding 

2 

279 

3 

200 

8207 

Moulton,  Moulton  Chapel, 
Cowbit  and  Weston 

2 

145 

1 

83 

5239 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

1 

34 

6 

12 

590 

Crowland 

1 

40 

4 

32 

940 

Holbeach 

1 

34 

1 

11 

1444 

Holbeach  Bank,  Holbeach  St. 
Matthews,  Holbeach  St. 
Marks  and  Saracen’s  Head 

1 

45 

1 

14 

1198 

Gedney,  Gedney  Drove  End 
and  Fleet 

1 

57 

7 

26 

1395 

Long  Sutton  and  Lutton 

1 

78 

6 

50 

2100 

Tydd,  Sutton  St.  James, 
Sutton  St.  Edmund  and 
Gedney  Hill 

1 

44 

2 

20 

457 

Sutton  Bridge 

1 

69 

4 

40 

1538 

TOTALS  .... 

23 

1493 

58 

880 

41910 
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Of  the  cases  attended  880  were  sixty-five  and  over,  and  visits  to 
these  cases  number  29,154.  This  again  shows  the  importance  of  domi- 
ciliary nursing  in  relation  to  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick.  It 
represents  over  58%  of  the  total  cases  attended. 


HEALTH  VISITING,  HEALTH  EDUCATION,  DOMICILIARY 

MM— — — g— I a— W BBWMWWi  M— — BBOHD— BHMH—MMI BanM 

MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICES 


The  Chief  Nursing  Officer  submits  the  following  report  : — 

STAFF. — At  the  31st  December,  1963  there  was  a total  of  five 
vacancies  : — 

One  Assistant  County  Nursing  Superintendent 

Two  Health  Visitors 

Two  District  Nurse/Midwives. 

Appointments  for  the  two  latter  vacancies  were  made  early  in 
1964,  but  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  the  three  remaining  vacancies 
are  still  outstanding.  At  the  31st  December  the  total  whole-time 
nursing  staff  was  30. 

TRAINING  FOR  THE  CERTIFICATE  IN  DISTRICT 
NURSING. — The  second  course  of  training,  organised  in  co-operation 
with  Lindsey  and  Kesteven  County  Councils  was  held  at  Fydell 
House,  Boston  commencing  in  January.  Fifteen  candidates  attended 
the  courses,  six  from  Holland,  four  from  Lindsey  and  five  from  Kes- 
teven. The  thirteen  successful  candidates,  which  included  all  the  Hol- 
land candidates,  received  the  National  Certificate  and  the  Certificate 
of  the  Queen's  Institute  of  District  Nursing  which  was  presented  by 
Miss  N.  M.  Dixon,  Deputy  General  Superintendent,  at  a small  function 
in  June  at  the  Guildhall  and  Fydell  House,  Boston. 

POST  GRADUATE  COURSES.— One  Health  Visitor,  three  Dis- 
trict Nurse/Midwives,  one  District  Nurse.  Liaison  with  Hospital  and 
General  Practitioner  is  functioning  satisfactorily. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. — This  service  has  continued  to 
work  effectively.  There  is  good  liaison  with  the  County  Welfare  De- 
partment in  the  care  of  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  provision 
of  occupational  therapy  and  in  the  provision  of  medical  aids  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  assist  in  rehabilitation. 
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Analysis  of  Work  undertaken  by  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  during  1963* 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Patients 

Visits 

General  care  of  the  aged  

579 

15,250 

Nursing  of  children  

62 

387 

Treatment  of  cases  of  accident  

69 

406 

Dressings  following  discharge  from  Hospital 

210 

3,422 

Bladder  washout  

12 

464 

Enemata 

123 

612 

Changing  pessary  ...  

51 

259 

Injections— Insulin  

73 

9,977 

Streptomycin  

10 

446 

Penicillin  

23 

148 

Mersalyl  

64 

2,248 

Imferon  

80 

519 

Cytamin 

107 

1,332 

Neptal  

3 

70 

Durabolin  

9 

161 

Cortisone  (A.C.T.H.) 

5 

135 

Other  

...  1,459 

36,530 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  Councirs  scheme  provides  for  vaccination  against  smallpox, 
poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough  and  tuberculosis  ; immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX.— Constant  effort  is 
maintained  to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and 
the  steady  improvement  in  the  vaccinal  state  received  a considerable 
boost  in  1962 — the  result  of  a heavy  demand  directly  due  to  the 
smallpox  outbreaks  in  Yorkshire  and  South  Wales.  The  following 
tables  show  the  figures  over  the  past  10  years  : — 
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PRIMARY  VACCINATIONS 


Year 

Under  1 

year 

1 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1954 

490 

48 

24 

40 

602 

1955 

470 

32 

14 

47 

563 

1956 

453 

50 

1 5 

72 

590 

1957 

537 

56 

41 

60 

694 

1958 

513 

46 

26 

46 

631 

1959 

539 

37 

19 

38 

633 

1960 

550 

53 

18 

52 

673 

1961 

658 

92 

44 

79 

873 

1962 

785 

481 

1424 

2406 

5096 

1963 

225 

110 

19 

65 

419 

RE-VACCINATIONS. 


Year 

Under 

1 Year 

1 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1954 

— 

6 

3 

36 

45 

1955 

— 

2 

5 

35 

42 

1956 

— 

1 

14 

50 

65 

1957 

— 

6 

7 

59 

72 

1958 

— 

1 

6 

50 

57 

1959 

— 

1 

6 

39 

46 

1960 

— 

— 

7 

47 

54 

1961 

— 

2 

7 

60 

69 

1962 

— 

14 

429 

1797 

2240 

1963 

— 

4 

16 

62 

82 

Number  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the  period  1950 — 1963. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. — The  arrangements  are  un- 
changed. There  has  not  been  a notified  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
County  since  1948  and  this  fact  makes  it  difficult  to  persuade  some 
parents  to  accept  immunisation. 

At  the  commencement  of  school  life  primary  or  reinforcing  injec- 
tions are  given  by  the  school  medical  staff,  and  special  sessions  are 
arranged  if  necessary.  The  table  on  the  preceding  page  shows  the 
overall  immunisation  picture  since  1950. 

With  few  exceptions,  immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  now 
carried  out  with  combined  prophylactics.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1963  : — 


District 

Primary. 

Boosters. 

Under  1 

1-4  years 

5-14  years 

Total 

All  ages. 

Boston  Borough 

319 

22 

6 

347 

532 

Spalding  Urban 

160 

10 

44 

214 

331 

Boston  Rural 

308 

19 

4 

331 

523 

Spalding  Rural 

212 

16 

16 

244 

481 

East  Elloe  Rural 

226 

20 

17 

263 

636 

Totals 

1225 

87 

87 

1399 

2503 

The  next  table  has  been  completed  to  show  the  number  of 
children  in  the  three  age  groups  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  one 
time  and  the  percentage  they  represent  of  the  population  in  these  age 
groups. 


District 

Under  1 year 
(i.e.  born  in 
1963). 

1 and  under 

5 years 
(born  in 

1959-1962) 

5-14  years 
(born  1949-58) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Boston  Borough 

162 

34.9 

818 

52.5 

3541 

94.4 

Spalding  Urban 

92 

38.8 

470 

50.3 

1969 

93.3 

Boston  Rural 

168 

54.1 

746 

56.3 

3053 

92.3 

East  Elloe  Rural 

136 

40.3 

648 

52.9 

3039 

87.3 

Spalding  Rural 

104 

39.5 

580 

50.3 

2799 

91.5 

Totals 

662 

41.1 

3262 

52.6 

14401 

91.7 

When  considering  the  figure  41.1%  for  children  born  in  1963  who 
have  been  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year,  it  must  be  noted  that 
only  about  one  third  of  the  children  born  in  1963  could  complete  the 
protective  treatment  by  December  31st. 
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The  percentage  of  children  immunised  under  one  year  (1,225) 
of  total  live  births  (1,684)  for  1963  was  72.7%. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  have 
been  immunised  was  50.3%  and  in  the  five  to  fourteen  age  group 

91.7%. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINATION.— Vaccination  against 
whooping  cough  has  been  in  operation  since  1952  and  the  number 
of  children  immunised  during  the  year  is  1,297 — all  with  combined 
prophylactics. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  against 
whooping  cough,  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  diphtheria 
and/or  tetanus  since  1956  : — 


District 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Boston  Borough  

296 

329 

353 

304 

280 

410 

331 

334 

Spalding  Urban  

162 

170 

180 

182 

171 

256 

175 

171 

Boston  Rural  

238 

238 

253 

277 

291 

327 

295 

319 

Spalding  Rural  

187 

183 

216 

212 

259 

302 

236 

225 

East  Elloe  Rural  

182 

235 

240 

241 

284 

274 

256 

248 

1065 

1155 

1242 

1216 

1285 

1569 

1293 

1297 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  (Section  28,  National  Health  Service 
Act) . — The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  continued 
during  the  year  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  policy. 

1,149  children  received  the  initial  skin  test,  of  whom  962  had  a 
negative  reaction  and  951  were  vaccinated.  161  children  showed  a 
positive  reaction  to  the  test. 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus. 

A steadily  increasing  demand  is  being  made  for  single  prophy- 
lactic in  the  older  age  groups,  whilst  with  the  advent  of  the  triple 
vaccine,  immunisation  against  tetanus  in  the  under  fives  is  producing 
a satisfactory  level  of  immunity  at  an  earlier  age.  The  following  table 
gives  the  statistical  data  and  shows  comparisons  for  the  past  three 
years  : — 
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Under 

5 yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

Over  15 
yrs. 

I960 

Single  Prophylactic 

9 

39 

34 

Combined  Prophylactic 

548 

13 

— 

1961 

Single  Prophylactic 

132 

122 

61 

Combined  Prophylactic 

1528 

13 

- — 

1962 

Single  Prophylactic 

283 

375 

187 

Combined  Prophylactic 

1290 

2 

— 

1963 

Single  Prophylactic 

136 

336 

337 

Combined  Prophylactic 

1287 

— 

— 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


At  the  31st  December  1963  the  total  number  of  persons  (in  the 
priority  groups)  who  had  received  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
was  44,764. 

New  cases  vaccinated  during  the  year  numbered  2,186.  Number 
of  children  given  fourth  reinforcing  doses  during  the  year  was  2,176. 

Of  the  babies  born  in  1963,  9.88%  had  been  vaccinated  against 
poliomyelitis  at  31st  December,  1963.  By  31st  March,  1964  this  figure 
had  risen  to  25.1%. 


Of  the  other  pre-school  ages,  the  figures  were  as  follows  : — 


Born  in 

1962  

• ••  • * • • » » 

65.2% 

1961  

...  ...  ... 

77.6% 

1 960  

...  ...  ... 

77.0% 

1959  



84.5% 

School  age  group 

Born  in 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1963 

1962 

1958  

...  87.1 

84.2 

1957  

...  89.6 

86.3 

1956  

...  87.4 

85.5 

1955  

96.4 

84.8 
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1937—1946 


1927—1936 


1963 

1962 

Born  in 

Percentage  Vaccinated 

1954 

• • • 

...  83.9 

81.8 

1953 

86.3 

84.3 

1952 

...  83.1 

80.8 

1951 

...  86.7 

84.3 

1950 

...  83.5 

81.5 

1949 

...  80.3 

77.5 

1948 

...  81.4 

78.7 

1947 

...  78.5 

77.2 

At  31.12.63 

At  31.12.62 

1946 

75.6 

74.9 

1945 

...  71.8 

71.2 

1944 

...  72.0 

70.8 

1943 

64.1 

62.3 

1942 

...  57.5 

53.8 

1941 

...  49.4 

47.5 

1940 

...  48.5 

46.7 

1939 

...  70.0 

66.9 

1938 

...  41.7 

39.6 

1937 

...  42.0 

40.5 

1936 

...  44.0 

41.4 

1935 

...  43.0 

40.8 

1934 

...  45.7 

43.4 

1933 

...  42.0 

40.1 

1932 

...  38.8 

36.2 

1931 

...  36.3 

33.0 

1930 

...  38.2 

35.0 

1929 

...  37.9 

34.9 

1928 

32.7 

30.5 

1927 

...  34.8 

31.9 

These  figures,  although  the  biggest  increases  are  among  the  pre- 
school, and  school  age  groups,  shows  steady  progress  in  the  adult 
age  groups. 

The  ready  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers  of  Infants  and 
County  Primary  Schools,  by  supplying  the  department  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  new  entrants  at  the  beginning  of  each  term  has  been 
most  helpful.  It  has  enabled  families  to  be  traced  who  have  changed 
address  within  the  county,  and  contact  inward  transfers.  Transferred 
records  obtained  from  other  authorities  enabled  vaccination  courses  to 
be  completed  or  new  ones  to  be  started.  It  has  also  in  many  cases 
been  the  means  of  older  or  younger  children  being  registered  for  vac- 
cination. 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


This  service  is  managed  directly  by  the  Council  through  the 
County  Ambulance  and  Transport  Department,  and  the  following  de- 
tails have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Ambulance  and  Trans- 
port Officer  in  respect  of  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1964. 


Emergency. 

Others. 

Number  of  patients  carried  by  ambulance  . 

1,284 

6,848 

Number  of  patients  carried  by  car 

26 

44,545 

Supplementary  Car  Service  

61 

15,219 

Patients  carried  by  rail  ....  

. . . — 

489 

1,371 

67,101 

Mileages. 

Total 

68,472 

(a)  Ambulances 

86,884 

(b)  Council  Cars 

268,045 

(c)  Supplementary  Cars  

125,755 

(d)  Rail  

29,538 

510,222 

Abortive  Journeys  193. 

The  above  figures  show  the  following  variations  as  compared  with 


the  year  ending  31st  March,  1963. 

Patients  carried  plus  460  — plus  0.7% 

Mileage  plus  18,572  = plus  3.6% 

Abortive  journeys  minus  5 = minus  2.6% 

The  establishment  at  the  end  of  the  period  was  as  follows  : — 

Station  Officers  2 

Whole-time  Driver  /Attendants 20 

Whole-time  Lady  Attendant  1 

Whole-time  Telephonist  1 

Works  Superintendent  1 

Whole-time  Mechanics  3 

Whole-time  Apprentice  Mechanic  1 

Number  of  Ambulances  8 

Number  of  Utility  Ambulances 8 

Number  of  Sitting  Case  vehicles ...  6 

Ambulance  Stations ...  4 


It  will  be  noticed  that  whilst  the  mileage  completed  and  the 
patients  carried  continue  to  rise  the  increase  is  less  than  for  several 
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years.  It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  the  peak  has  been  reached 
as  with  the  many  new  schemes  calling  for  ambulance  transport  and  ex- 
tensions of  existing  ones,  calls  on  the  service  are  likely  to  continue  to 
increase. 

The  car  type  ambulance  purchased  during  financial  year  1962/63 
proved  so  successful  that  a further  vehicle  of  this  type  was  obtained 
during  the  year  under  review,  as  a replacement  for  a 1951  Austin 
Sheerline  ambulance  which  was  acquired  for  the  speedy  conveyance  of 
seriously  ill  patients  over  long  distances.  Although  the  car  type  am- 
bulances can  carry  only  one  stretcher  case  it  does  this  faster,  cheaper 
and  more  comfortably,  and  with  the  two  stationed  at  Boston  used  as 
cars  for  local  work,  it  is  possible  to  recall  one  for  urgent  hospital  trans- 
fers etc.,  at  very  short  notice. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  cost  statement  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1963  again  shows  that  the  number  of  patients  per  thousand 
population  carried  by  the  service  is  the  third  highest  in  the  Group  of 
forty-six  similar  Rural  Counties.  In  spite  of  this,  the  cost  per 
thousand  (£390)  compares  very  favourably  with  the  average  of  £383. 
One  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  large  number  of  patients  per  thousand 
population  carried  is  the  fact  that  many  more  duties  are  undertaken  by 
the  service,  e.g.  conveyance  to  Training  Centres,  Chiropody  Clinics, 
etc.  ; the  proportion  in  this  County  being  34.1%  against  an  average 
of  8.8%  in  other  Rural  Counties.  The  cost  per  person  at  12/5d.  is 
also  the  third  lowest  in  the  Group,  the  average  being  23/10d.  The 
cost  2/0d.  per  vehicle  mile  compares  with  the  Group  average  of  2/1  Id. 
and  is  the  fourth  lowest  in  the  Group.  The  7.3  miles  per  patient  com- 
pleted by  the  service  is  again  the  third  lowest  in  the  Group,  the 
average  being  9.4. 

At  thirty  the  number  of  volunteers  who  have  assisted  the  service 
during  the  year  is  two  more  than  during  the  previous  year.  This  num- 
ber includes  the  twelve  residents  of  Crowland  who  completely  man 
the  ambulance  in  that  town.  This  voluntary  service  continues  to 
operate  satisfactorily,  and  apart  from  the  saving  to  the  rates,  has  given 
excellent  service  to  the  residents.  My  thanks  and  those  of  the  County 
Council  are  due  to  all  these  good  people  for  their  continued  assistance. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(SECTION  28) 

The  Holland  Care  Committee  has  been  established  30  years,  and 
in  1963  was  entered  in  the  register  of  Charities  in  England  and  Wales 
under  the  Charities  Act,  1960. 

Domiciliary  visiting  is  the  key  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  and 
in  respect  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  an  increasing  number  of 
reports  and  recommendations  have  been  received  from  the  health 
visitors,  district  nurses  and  midwives.  The  administration  of  the 
Marie-Curie  Memorial  Foundation  Fund  runs  smoothly. 
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The  Lincolnshire  Lying-in  Fund  has  regard  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children,  appropriate  equipment  being 
supplied  to  help  domiciliary  confinement. 

Domiciliary  care  of  patients  is  becoming  of  increasing  importance, 
particularly  with  the  ageing  population,  and  the  use  of  Oxford  hoists, 
provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  heading  of  nursing  equip- 
ment, are  of  value  in  the  nursing  care  of  hemiplegic  patients,  toilet 
and  bathing.  The  use  of  pads  too  for  incontinent  patients  was  origin- 
ally introduced  by  the  Care  Committee  under  the  Marie-Curie 
Scheme,  bringing  much  help  to  relatives,  all  matters  which  ease  the 
strain  on  valuable  hospital  beds  and  aid  the  contentment  of  the  bed- 
fast at  home. 

Social  problems  with  or  without  a medical  side  can  be  most  in- 
tractable and  instilling  the  idea  of  self-help  is  just  as  important  as 
the  provision  of  material  help,  whether  it  be  nourishment  or  bedding. 

The  work  of  the  Care  Committee  continues  smoothly  and  is  firmly 
entrenched  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  and  domiciliary  care. 

The  following  assistance  has  been  given  during  the  year  : — 
TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

Milk. — Grants  of  1 to  2 pints  of  milk  daily  have  been  given  in 
47  cases.  Milk  so  supplied  has  averaged  188  gallons  monthly. 

Foods. — Proprietary  foods  and  groceries  have  been  supplied  in 
4 cases. 

Bedding. — 1 case.  Grants — 2 cases. 

GENERAL  AFTER-CARE. 

Milk. — Allowances  of  1 to  2 pints  daily  to  43  cases.  (Approxi- 
mately 120  gallons  per  month) . 

Convalescent  care  provided  for  one  adult  at  Hunstanton  Con- 
valescent Home,  five  children  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Camp,  Skegness,  and 
1 Spastic  child  at  St.  Peter’s  Convalescent  Home,  Lancing. 

Grocery  allowances  were  made  in  17  cases. 

Fares  and  provision  of  transport  in  16  cases. 

Footwear  and/or  clothing  provided  in  7 cases. 

Bedding  provided  in  2 cases. 

Other  help — 11  cases. 

MARIE-CURIE  FUND.— During  the  period  1/4/63  to  31/3/64, 
the  number  of  home  patients  who  were  assisted  was  61 . 

NURSING  AND  LYING-IN  FUND  . — 9 cases. 
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MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. — During  the  year  the  County 
Council  continued  the  arrangements  for  the  loan  of  nursing  equip- 
ment and  appliances  on  the  recommendation  of  the  family  doctor  or 
the  district  nurse. 

The  following  depots  function  : — 

BOSTON. — County  Hall.  This  is  intended  to  operate  when  de- 
mands cannot  be  met  by  the  voluntary  associations.  Applications  are 
dealt  with  during  office  hours. 

BOSTON. — Red  Cross  Depot,  Rosegarth  Street,  Boston.  This 
depot,  which  is  administered  by  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  is  open  each  evening  from  6.30  p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

HOLBEACH. — Depot  at  17  Fleet  Street.  Administered  by 
Holbeach  Division  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

SPALDING. — Depot  maintained  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  The  area  covered  includes  the  Spalding  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

SUTTON  BRIDGE. — 80  Bridge  Road.  The  depot  is  managed 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

CROWLAND. — British  Legion  Depot.  This  depot  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  members  of  the  local  branch.  No  charge  is  made  for  any 
article  loaned. 

The  articles  in  most  demand  are  bed-pans,  air-rings,  mackintosh 
sheets,  back  rests,  urinals,  bed  tables,  crutches,  hot-water  bottles  bed 
cradles  and  invalid  chairs. 

The  depots  may  send  in  requisitions  as  and  when  necessary  to  the 
County  Council  for  additional  stock  or  renewals,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  Boston  Red  Cross,  where  the  rent  of  the  premises  is  paid  by 
the  County  Council. 

Applications  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Cases 

Articles 

Depot. 

Assisted 

Loaned 

Boston  (Red  Cross) 

167 

215 

Boston  (County  Hall)  

38 

47 

Crowland  (British  Legion) 

15 

28 

Holbeach  (St.  John  Ambulance) 

41 

58 

Spalding  (St.  John  Ambulance) 

82 

112 

Sutton  Bridge  (St.  John  Ambulance)  ... 

22 

36 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. — The  provision 

of  treatment  for  these 

diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  patients  from  the  Holland  area  attend  at  the  London 
Road  Hospital,  Boston,  or  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn 
Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  for  this  area 
treated  at  special  clinics  during  the  year  : — 


New  Cases 

Boston  Clinic 

Lynn  Clinic 

Total 

Syphilis  

4 

2 

6 

(i) 

Gonorrhoea 

7 

2 

9 

(ii) 

Other  Conditions 

27 

10 

37 

(30) 

Total  

38 

14 

52 

(42) 

Note  : The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1962. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NOTIFICATION. — In  1963  eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  three  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

DEATH  RATE. — The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis was  two  compared  with  seven  in  1962.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  none  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.038 
per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  0.063. 

REPORT  OF  CHEST  PHYSICIAN.— Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest  has 
kindly  furnished  the  following  information  : — 

The  situation  as  regards  tuberculosis  remains  very  satisfactory. 
Although  the  number  of  cases  under  supervision  remains  unchanged, 
these  patients  are  almost  all  well  and  in  full  work.  Modern  treatment 
ensures  that  these  patients  recover  completely  and  the  number  of 
known  sputum  positive  cases  was  12  in  1963  as  compared  with  16 
in  1962. 

Tuberculosis  is  becoming  more  and  more  a disease  of  the  middle 
aged  and  elderly,  it  is  now  rare  in  young  people  and  would  become 
rarer  still  if  full  advantage  were  taken  of  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination 
scheme. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  Health  Education  programme  has  extended  during  the  year 
and  from  September,  the  Senior  Health  Visitor  for  Health  Education 
has  been  employed  fully  on  Health  Education.  The  main  develop- 
ments have  been  in  talks  given  to  schools,  to  voluntary  organisations 
and  to  Youth  Clubs,  involving  evening  work. 

Films  on  child  care,  care  of  feeding  bottles  and  “ To  Janet,  a 
Son  ” have  been  introduced  into  the  Mothercraft  Classes  for  Ante- 
Natal  Mothers,  making  a 12  weeks’  course  of  talks,  films  and  demon- 
strations. “ To  Janet,  a Son  ” has  also  been  shown  to  two  groups  of 
expectant  fathers  and  has  been  much  appreciated. 

In  forty-eight  Junior  Schools  during  October  and  November  the 
Walt  Disney  Film  “ How  to  Catch  a Cold  ”,  and  a talk  on  the 
prevention  and  spreading  of  colds  was  given.  In  all  153  adults  and 
3,147  children  saw  the  film. 

From  the  more  Senior  Schools  requests  have  come  for  talks  on 
Personal  Hygiene  for  Girls  and  this  has  recently  been  extended  ex- 
perimentally to  the  eleven  year  olds  in  three  Junior  Schools.  As  the 
parents  of  the  younger  girls  are  asked  if  they  would  like  their  daugh- 
ters to  be  present  at  these  talks  and  the  accompanying  film,  this  has 
served  a dual  purpose,  one  being  to  remind  the  mothers  that  the 
time  has  arrived  to  talk  to  their  daughters  about  growing  up,  and  the 
second  being  to  supplement  the  mother’s  instruction. 

One  Senior  School  requested  a year’s  course — one  lesson  a week 
on  Child  Development  and  Care,  Growing  up  and  its  Problems  and 
various  other  health  matters,  which  included  an  observation  visit  to 
an  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  This  course  was  arranged  and  has  been 
enjoyed  by  the  girls.  Another  senior  school  has  requested  a similar 
course  for  1964/65  and  a third  one,  a shortened  version  of  the  course. 

During  the  winter  months  and  continuing  into  the  spring,  many 
requests  have  been  made  for  teaching  of  Mouth  to  Mouth  Resuscita- 
tion from  schools,  voluntary  organisations  and  Youth  Organisations. 
About  1,500  adults  and  children  have  been  taught  since  the  Resusci- 
Anne  model  and  film  were  obtained  in  July,  1963. 

The  Mothers’  Club  at  Spalding  has  continued  to  flourish.  Skeg- 
ness Mothers’  Club  paid  them  a visit  in  May,  and  the  Deputy  County 
Medical  Officer  arranged  and  judged  a “ Health  Quiz  ” between  the 
two  Clubs.  A return  visit,  and  another  Quiz  has  been  arranged  at 
Skegness  for  1965.  Plans  are  being  made  to  start  Mothers’  Clubs  at 
Fishtoft,  Pinchbeck  and  Long  Sutton  in  the  Autumn. 

Individual  talks,  and  short  courses  on  Child  Care  have  been  given 
by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Clinic  Nurses  when  requested,  and  it  is 
encouraging  to  know  that  these  requests  now  come  in  more  frequently. 

The  School  Medical  Officers,  at  the  time  of  routine  medical  in- 
spections, give  leaflets  to  mothers  and  senior  school  children  in  respect 
of  the  dangers  of  smoking.  Relevant  information  is  available  at  the 
clinics. 
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CHIROPODY  SERVICE— SECTION  28 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  H.  Hughes,  liaison  officer,  for  the  fol- 
lowing statistics  and  report  showing  the  established  pattern  of  the  ser- 
vices provided. 

The  direct  service  established  in  1960  is  making  very  satisfactory 
progress  in  all  directions.  The  number  of  operators  remained  the 
same,  eight,  and  an  extra  treatment  centre  was  opened  at  Wrangle 
in  December.  This  brings  the  total  of  treatment  centres  throughout 
the  county  to  eleven  (six  clinic  and  five  surgery). 

BOSTON. — The  provision  of  the  new  hydraulic  chair  is  already 
appreciated  both  by  the  staff  and  patients. 

DONINGTON. — Since  the  resumption  of  a full  service  this  clinic 
has  run  smoothly  in  1963. 

HOLBEACH. — The  demand  for  treatments  at  Holbeach  has 
been  partially  satisfied  by  the  continuation  of  an  extra  monthly 
session.  At  the  year’s  end,  however,  a considerable  waiting  list  still 
existed. 

SUTTON  BRIDGE. — Additional  sessions  from  time  to  time  have 
been  necessary  to  prevent  a waiting  list  of  size.  The  demand  at  this 
centre  has  grown  from  one  to  three  sessions  each  month. 

SPALDING. — A very  large  number  of  these  patients  are  pro- 
vided with  transport  for  a variety  of  reasons. 

DOMICILIARY. — The  average  age  of  82  indicates  the  essential 
nature  of  this  part  of  the  service  and  as  usual  every  effort  is  made 
to  keep  the  number  of  visits  as  small  as  possible.  A proportion  of  the 
house-bound  are  also  bedridden  and  they,  in  particular,  are  full  of 
gratitude  for  the  service. 

CONCLUSIONS  AND  THE  FUTURE.— The  year  has  been  a 
satisfactory  one  in  every  respect  and  we  can  look  upon  1964  from 
an  established  position  and  continue  to  provide  a service  that  is 
appreciated  by  the  patient. 


Service  Providing  Surgery,  Clinic  and  Domiciliary 

Treatments 


1. 

New  Registrations  during  1963 — 165. 

1963 

1962 

2. 

Total  Registrations  at  31st  December  ... 

...  1,033 

953 

3. 

Treatments  Provided.  Total  

...  5,261 

4,322 

In  Surgeries  

...  3,329 

2,789 

In  Clinics  

...  1,722 

1,385 

Domiciliary  

210 

148 

4.  No.  of  applications  for  free  treatment  during  1963 — One. 

5.  Analysis  of  recommendations  : 

General  Practitioners 45% 

Clinic  Doctors,  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  ...  37% 

Registered  Voluntary  Organisations  18% 
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6.  Average  age  of  patients,  other  than  Physically 

Handicapped  71  years. 

7.  Average  age  of  Domiciliary  patients  82  years. 

8.  Detailed  information  of  Clinic  patients  : — 


Bos- 

ton 

Doning- 

ton 

Hol- 

beach 

Sutton 

Bridge 

Spald- 

ing 

Wrangle 

Aii 

Clines 

1963 

Patients  Average  Age 

76.6 

66 

75 

75 

70 

70 

72.05 

% of  Transport  Cases 

62.5 

54 

45 

39 

90 

50 

57 

Average  No.  of  Treat- 
ments per  session 

7.8 

7 

7.4 

7 

7 

5 

7.24 

Waiting  List  at  31.12.63 

7 

3 

15 

5 

5 

8 
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SECTION  29— HOME  HELPS. 


The  County  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  meet  the  varied  and 
fluctuating  demands  made  upon  it  by  the  fairly  stable  establishment 
of  approximately  75  helpers.  Adjustment  in  staff  from  district  to 
district  is  always  necessary.  The  following  table  shows  the  staff  situ- 
ation at  the  end  of  the  year. 


District. 

Full 

time 

Regular 

Part- 

time 

Casual 

Part- 

time 

TOTAL 

Boston,  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft  ... 

1 

28 

— 

29 

Spalding  and  District 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

Kirton  Holme  and  Hubbert’s 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Bridge  

— 

1 

1 

2 

Sutterton,  Fosdyke  and  Wigtoft  ... 
Swineshead,  Donington  and 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Gosberton  

1 

3 

1 

5 

Surfleet  and  Pinchbeck  

— 

2 

— 

2 

Leverton,  Old  Leake  and  Wrangle 
Crowland,  Cowbit  and  Deeping 

— 

5 

— 

5 

St.  Nicholas  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Holbeach 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Whaplode,  Weston  and  Moulton  ... 
Fleet,  Gedney,  Long  Sutton 

— 

1 

— 

1 

and  Sutton  Bridge  

— 

7 

— 

7 

WHOLE  COUNTY 

3 

65 

2 

70 

The  full-time  helpers  continue  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  service 
and  deal  mainly  with  maternity  cases  and  problem  families.  Regular 
part-time  workers  form  the  main  body  of  helpers  and  attend  the  bulk 


DEVELOPMENT  OP  THE  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 
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of  aged  and  infirm  and  chronic  sick  cases.  The  part-time  worker 
averages  between  30  and  40  hours  each  week,  and  may  attend  up  to 
eight  cases  each  week,  thus  being  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  main- 
tenance and  development  of  the  service.  The  casual  Home  Helps — 
women  who  are  prepared  to  work  as  and  when  required — are  often 
specially  appointed  to  attend  cases  in  the  more  remote  rural  areas 
and  consequently  contribute  considerably  to  the  economy  of  the  ser- 
vice. During  the  year  County  transport  was  called  upon  to  render 
assistance  in  12  cases,  all  of  which  were  in  isolated  districts  and  trans- 
porting an  existing  home  help  was  the  only  practical  solution. 

The  hourly  wage  rate  of  Home  Helps  is  now  3/lOJd.  per  hour 
for  Urban  district  cases  and  3/1  Old.  for  Rural  district  cases.  This 
satisfactory  rate  of  pay  is  reflected  in  a very  small  turnover  of  staff  and 
leads  to  a more  efficient  service.  New  home  helps  are  only  enrolled 
after  careful  screening,  and  are  closely  supervised  during  their  first 
few  weeks  of  work.  It  is  hoped  to  organise  a series  of  training  courses 
for  home  helps,  the  first  to  be  held  in  October,  1964.  It  is  envisaged 
that  12  home  helps  will  attend  each  course  to  be  held  on  one  day  a 
week  for  six  weeks.  Lecturers  will  be  mainly  drawn  from  professional 
members  of  staff.  Among  the  subjects  to  be  included  are  various 
aspects  of  household  management,  the  relationship  of  the  health 
visitor  to  the  home  help,  problem  families  and  the  social  services. 

Home  Helps  attending  homes  of  tuberculosis  cases  and  certain 
other  infectious  diseases  do  so  voluntarily  and  receive  an  additional 
payment  of  2d.  per  hour.  Home  Helps  in  this  category  undergo 
an  X-ray  examination  of  the  chest  at  the  commencement  of  the  case 
and  are  re-examined  at  periods  if  attending  a long  term  case. 

ASSESSMENT  SCALE.— The  maximum  charge  is  4/6d.  per 
hour  and  the  minimum  1/-  per  hour.  Applicants  may  opt  to  complete 
a statement  of  income  when  the  contribution  is  assessed  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  scale  of  charges.  Occasional  applications  involv- 
ing extenuating  circumstances  make  the  normal  scale  of  charges  im- 
practicable, and  the  County  Medical  Officer  exercises  his  authority  to 
determine  the  contribution  payable.  The  County  Medical  Officer  may 
also  use  his  discretionary  powers  to  reduce  a charge  of  4/6d.  per  hour 
to  2/6d.  per  hour  for  all  attendance  in  excess  of  30  hours  in  any  one 

week. 

CASES  DEALT  WITH. — 198  new  cases  were  dealt  with  during 
1963,  and  of  these  40,  or  20%  were  assessed  at  the  maximum  charge,  a 
decrease  from  25%  in  1963.  The  bulk  of  these  cases  were  for  home 
confinement,  where  help  is  normally  provided  full  time  for  a period 
of  10  to  12  days.  The  greater  proportion  of  the  remainder  of  cases 
are  infirm  or  chronic  sick  pensioners  the  majority  of  whose  contri- 
bution is  1/-  per  hour. 

During  the  year  the  service  was  provided  free  of  charge  in  only 
5 cases,  most  of  which  were  severe  problem  families  where  help  was 
provided  in  an  emergency.  Four  of  these  cases  were  still  receiving 
limited  help  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  total  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year 

ending  31st  March,  1964  £17,331 

Income  from  contributions  £4,193 


Recovery  rate  24.2%  (23%  for  the  previous  year). 

During  the  year  a total  of  542  cases  received  help.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  expansion  of  the  service  since  1953  : — 

Number  of  Helps  at  Cases  provided 

31st  December  with  help 


1953  63 

1963  70 


361 

542 


During  the  year  under  review  15  new  Home  Helps  were  appointed 
and  17  left  the  service. 


The  cases  provided  with  help  during  the  year  fall  into  the  fol- 
lowing  categories  New  Cases  Xotal  Cases 


Maternity 

Aged  and  infirm 

Chronic  sick  

Post-operative  convalescence 

Tuberculosis  

Blind  

Problem  Families 

Accident  

Care  of  Children 
Mentally  111  


72 

67 

40 

7 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 


80 

248 

171 

16 

1 

12 

2 

8 

2 

2 


Total  198  542 


The  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  play  an  integral  part  of 
the  National  Health  Service  and  provides  relief  from  anxiety  for  many 
people  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  On  the  more  practical  side 
there  is  a not  inconsiderable  saving  of  beds  in  hospitals  and  old 
people’s  homes. 

In  January,  1964,  a full-time  Home  Help  Supervisor  was  ap- 
pointed to  undertake  the  domiciliary  supervision  of  home  helps  and 
for  the  assessment  of  need,  releasing  the  Supervisory  Nursing  Staff 
for  full-time  professional  duties. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  case  load  of  the  Mental  Health  Workers  continues  to  grow, 
and  permission  has  been  given  by  the  County  Council  to  appoint  an 
additional  staff  member.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Rauceby 
from  Holland  during  the  year  was  191  and  the  discharges  184.  The 
Mental  Health  Workers  have  a good  working  partnership  with  the 
psychiatric  staff  of  the  hospitals  and  the  general  practitioners.  The 
visiting  cards  which  were  introduced  a year  ago  are  proving  to  be 
most  valuable,  both  to  the  patients  and  the  staff. 
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The  temporary  workshop  at  Allan  House  Training  Centre  con- 
tinues to  progress  satisfactorily.  The  out-buildings  which  are  adja- 
cent to  the  existing  workshop  have  been  very  suitably  adapted  for 
use  as  a metal  workshop  and  now  house  the  chain  link  fencing 
machine,  oxy-acetylene  welding  equipment  and  other  metal  working 
tools.  The  range  of  products  from  the  metal  work  section  includes 
chain  link  fencing,  ash  trays,  wall  ties,  plant  pot  holders,  link  mats 
and  candle  sticks.  The  woodwork  section  continues  to  thrive,  and, 
with  the  recent  introduction  of  a morticing  machine,  it  is  hoped  to 
produce  stool  kits  to  our  own  design.  This  section  is  now  producing 
a range  of  stools,  seed  boxes,  pre-packed  firewood,  trays  and  teapot 
stands.  The  sales  of  articles  produced  in  the  workshops  during  the 
year  amounted  to  £227  17s.  4d. 

The  residential  hostel  and  workshops  for  the  mentally  subnormal 
above  the  age  of  16  years  is  now  well  under  construction.  It  has  been 
decided  to  name  the  building  “ West  Field  House  ” and  it  will 
accommodate  35  residents,  15  female  and  20  male.  The  building  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupation  bv  mid-summer 
1965. 

A Junior  Residential  Hostel  is  envisaged  for  the  future  and  a 
Hostel  with  40  places  for  mentally  disordered  old  people  will  be  built 
at  Spalding  in  the  near  future. 

Allan  House  Training  Centre  domestic  science  unit  is  now  fully 
equipped  and  in  conjunction  with  the  flatlet  is  proving  to  be  most 
useful  in  training  the  older  subnormal  girls  to  prepare  simple  meals 
and  generally  care  for  themselves  in  times  of  emergency.  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  nursery  assistant  proved  most  rewarding,  allowing  the 
younger  severely  handicapped  child  to  be  admitted  and  so  ease  the 
burden  on  the  parents. 

Spalding  Training  Centre  domestic  science  section  has  advanced 
considerably,  it  now  being  common  practice  for  the  training  centre 
laundry  to  be  carried  out  in  this  section. 

A social  club  for  trainees  attending  Allan  House  Training  Centre 
has  recently  been  established.  The  club  is  run  on  a voluntary  basis 
by  the  staff  and  meets  fortnightly.  The  club  as  far  as  practicable 
is  run  on  similar  lines  to  a Youth  Club.  Dancing  to  “ Pop  ” records 
is  always  in  great  demand  and  games  such  as  table  tennis,  darts, 
skittles  and  miniature  snooker  are  played  with  enthusiasm.  A small 
entrance  fee  is  charged  and  soft  drinks  and  biscuits  are  on  sale  during 
the  evening.  The  club  is  self  supporting  but  is  indebted  to  parents 
of  local  trainees  who  provide  hospitality  to  trainees  attending  from 
the  more  rural  areas. 

The  Boston  & District  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children 
very  kindly  provided  a coach  to  convey  senior  trainees  to  London. 
The  girls  spent  the  day  at  Regents  Park  Zoo  and  the  boys  at  Wembley 
Stadium  watching  an  International  Soccer  match. 

The  following  tables  provide  relevant  statistical  information  on 
the  care  of  the  mentally  disordered  during  the  year  : — 
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(b)  (i)  Attending  day 

training  centre 
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• entry  thereto 

(c)  (i)  Resident  in  resi- 

dential training 

centre 

(ii)  Awaiting  resi- 
dence therein 

(d)  (i)  Receiving 

home  training 

(ii)  Awaiting 

home  training 

(e)  (i)  Resident  in 

L.A.  home/ 

hostel 

(ii)  Awaiting  resi- 
dence in  L.A. 
home/hostel 

(iii)  Resident  at 

L.A.  expense  in 
other  residential 
homes/hostels 

(Iv)  Resident  at  L.A. 
expense  by 
boarding  out  in 
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hold 

(f)  Receiving  home 
visits  and  not  in- 
cluded under  (b)  to 

Q> 

Mentally  ill  Psycopathic  Subnormal  Severely  subnormal  Totals 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. — Mr.  R.  Fidling,  the  County 
Health  Inspector,  is  also  the  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  Officer. 

During  the  year  320  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  an  additional  102  samples  of  milk  were  examined  by  means  of 
our  own  equipment. 

The  number  of  samples  reported  as  showing  some  irregularity  was 
7.8%  of  the  total  samples,  compared  with  only  2%  unsatisfactory 
samples  found  in  the  previous  year. 

The  apparent  increase  in  unsatisfactory  samples  is  to  a large  ex- 


tent  accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  a 

series  of  duplicated  samples 

of  the  same  unsatisfactory  commodities 
irregularities. 

and  also 

of  some 

labelling 

The  190  formal  and  130  informal  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  comprised  the  following  articles. 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Formal. 

Informal 

Total. 

Anchovy,  Smoked  

1 

— 

1 

Almonds,  Ground  

1 

3 

4 

Apples  

— 

4 

4 

Apricots  

— 

1 

1 

Angelica  

— 

1 

1 

Butter  

9 

8 

17 

Beer  

2 

— 

2 

Bread,  milk 

— 

1 

1 

Barley  Sugar  

— 

1 

1 

Beans,  green  (canned)  

— 

1 

1 

Buttered  Brazils  

— 

1 

1 

Cheese,  various  types  

5 

3 

• 8 

Cream  Cheese  

1 

— 

1 

Cream,  various  types  

8 

4 

12 

Chicken,  chopped,  in  jelly  

1 

— 

1 

Crab,  dressed  

1 

— 

1 

Curried  Chicken  and  Mushroom 

2 

1 

3 

Cakes,  Fresh  Dairy  Cream  

— 

1 

1 

Chocolate  Drink  

— 

1 

1 

Chocolate  Drink  (diabetic) 

. . . — 

1 

1 

Cordial  

— 

1 

1 

Corn  Oil  

. . . — 

1 

1 

Casserole  Steak  with  gravy  

— 

1 

1 

Drinks,  soft 

— 

3 

3 

Flour,  plain 

— 

2 

2 

Flour,  Self-Raising  

— 

2 

2 

Fish  Sticks  

— 

1 

1 

Fruit  Salad  (canned)  

— 

1 

1 

Gelatine  

. . . — 

1 

1 

56 


Nature  of  Sample. 

Grapes  

Golden  Raising  Powder  ... 
Ham  and  Pork  (canned) 

Honey  

Ice  Cream  

Ice  Cream  Powder 

Ice  Lolly  Syrup  

Jelly,  table  

Jelly,  Bramble  

J am  ...  ...  ... 

Kipper  Savoury 

Lemon  Squash  

Lemon  Juice  

Lemon  Curd  

Luncheon  Meat  

Liquid  Glucose  

Milk  

Milk,  Evaporated 

Milk,  bottle 

Margarine  

Marmalade  

Malt  loaf  

Mincemeat  

Minced  beef  with  onions 
Mustard,  prepared 

Nutmeg,  ground  

Orange  drink  

Orange  juice  (canned)  ... 
Peas,  garden  (canned)  ... 
Peas,  processed  (canned) 

Prunes  (canned)  

Pie,  Pork  

Pie,  Steak  and  Kidney  ... 

Potted  Meat 

Pork  (canned)  

Prawns  (canned) 

Pepper,  white 

Pheasant  (whole) 

Preserve  (diabetic) 

Raspberries  (canned) 

Rum  

Strawberries  (canned) 

Salmon  Savoury  

Shrimp  Savoury  

Sausages  

Soup  (canned)  

Shandy  (canned)  


Formal.  Informal.  Total. 


1 

1 

— 1 

4 3 

— 1 

5 3 

— 1 

— 1 

— 2 

— 1 

— 2 

1 — 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

124  1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

1 

8 4 

1 

1 — 

1 

1 

— 1 

2 

— 2 

1 

— 1 

1 

— 1 

1 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

2 — 

2 — 

— 8 

— 1 

— 1 


1 

1 

7 
1 

8 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

125 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

1 
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Nature  of  Sample.  Formal. 

Informal. 

Total. 

Stew,  Irish  (canned)  

— 

1 

1 

Tomato  Juice  

1 

— 

1 

Trout  Savoury  

1 

— 

1 

Turkey  in  Jelly  

1 

— 

1 

T ea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Tomatoes,  fresh  

— 

2 

2 

Tomato  Ketchup  

— 

1 

1 

Vegetables,  mixed  (canned)  

1 

— 

1 

Vinegar,  Malt  

— 

1 

1 

Whisky  

2 

— 

2 

Wine  

2 

1 

3 

Winter  Drops  

• — 

1 

1 

DRUGS 

Neuralgia  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Vitamin  capsules  

— 

1 

1 

Vitamin  tablets  

— 

1 

1 

Aminat  tablets  ...  

— 

1 

1 

Aludrox  

— 

1 

1 

Aspirin  tablets  

— 

I 

1 

Benzyl  Benzoate  Application 

— 

1 

1 

Calcium  and  Vitamin  D tablets  

— 

1 

1 

Cough  Linctus  

— 

1 

1 

Optrex  

— 

1 

1 

Pernivit  tablets  

— 

1 

1 

Persomnia  tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Petrolagar  emulsion  with  phenolpthalein  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  

— 

2 

2 

Soda  Mint  tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Throat  Pastilles  

— 

1 

1 

Travel  Sickness  tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Tyrocane  Lozenges  

— 

1 

1 

Vitamin  C tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

190 

130 

320 

The  average  composition  of  milk  samples  reported  to  be  genuine 
was  : — 

For  ordinary  Standard  Milk  (98  samples) 

Average  1968  Average  1962 

Milk  Fat  = 3.73%  Milk  Fat  = 3.64% 

Solids  not  fat  8.69%  Solids  not  fat  8.77% 

The  Presumptive  Minimum  Legal  Standard  is: — 

Milk  Fat  = 3.0% 

Solids  not  fat  8.5% 
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Special  High  Quality  Milk  (25  samples) 


Average  1963 
Milk  Fat  = 4.81% 
Solids  not  fat  = 9. 15% 


Average  1962 
Milk  Fat  = 4.87% 
Solids  not  fat  = 9.27% 


Special  high  quality  milks  comprise  milks  that  are  sold  under  the 
description  of  Channel  Island,  Jersey,  Guernsey  or  South  Devon 

milk. 

This  type  of  milk  is  sold  to  the  public  at  a higher  price,  and  is 
required  to  contain  a minimum  of  4%  milk  fat. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  compositional  standard  of  both  types  of 
milk  sold  in  this  area,  is  quite  satisfactory. 

UNSATISFACTORY  MILK  SAMPLES 

Only  two  samples  of  milk  were  reported  by  the  analyst  as  being 
unsatisfactory.  Both  cases  were  capable  of  being  rectified  by  the 
application  of  suitable  methods  to  ensure  proper  mixing  of  the  milk 
prior  to  bottling. 

(1)  2.5%  Milk  Fat  deficient.  The  producer  retailers  premises 
were  visited  and  "Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  taken.  These  tests 
showed  that  while  a few  cows  produced  low  milk  fats,  others  produced 
high  milk  fat  so  that  with  proper  bulking  of  the  whole  supply  prior 
to  bottling,  the  whole  milk  as  supplied  to  the  public  could  be  up  to 
the  approved  standard.  The  producer  was  advised  on  this  matter 
and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

(2)  9%  deficient  in  milk  fat.  Another  sample  taken  at  the  same 
time  was  perfectly  satisfactory  and  investigation  suggested  the  de- 
ficiency was  due  to  inadequate  agitation  of  the  milk  while  in  the  bulk 
tank  awaiting  bottling.  Advice  was  given  and  further  samples  were 
satisfactory. 

OTHER  FOODS  (UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES) 

1.  Orange  Drink. — The  wording  on  the  cap  claimed  the  presence 
of  3 mgms.  Vitamin  C per  fluid  ounce.  The  Analyst  reported  the  sam- 
ple as  being  deficient  in  this  vitamin.  There  appears  to  be  some 
divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  rate  of  deterioration  of  Vitamin  C in 
opened  samples  of  this  commodity.  The  firm  was  contacted  and  any 
reference  to  Vitamin  C was  omitted  in  further  supplies  offered  for  sale. 

2.  Rose  Hip  Syrup  and  Orange. — Reported  deficient  in  Vitamin 
C.  Correspondence  with  the  manufacturers  showed  this  commodity 
had  ceased  to  be  manufactured  1\  years  ago,  and  that  all  known 
stocks  had  been  withdrawn  from  sale.  The  firm  arranged  to  pick  up 
any  more  old  stock  still  held  by  the  vendor. 

3.  Potted  Meat. — Contained  3.5%  Starch  content,  and  should 
therefore  be  called  Meat  Paste.  When  revisited  it  was  found  the 
designation  had  in  fact  been  changed. 
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4.  Can  of  Danish  Cream. — The  fat  content  was  of  good  standard, 
fat  was  found  to  be  soured  and  discoloured.  The  Local  Health 
Authority  was  notified  so  that  they  could  examine  any  other  stocks 
held  by  the  vendor. 

CANNED  MEAT  PRODUCTS 

5.  Minced  Beef  with  Onions  and  Gravy. — Had  a meat  content 
of  36%.  The  Analyst  considers  45%  meat  would  be  reasonable. 

6.  Casserole  Steak  and  Gravy. — Meat  content  62.5%.  The 
Analyst  considers  75%  should  be  the  minimum  amount. 

7.  Chopped  Ham  and  Pork.— Six  samples  of  these  products 
canned  in  the  countries  of  Holland  and  Denmark  were  reported  to 
show  deficiencies  ranging  from  4.2%  to  12.5%.  The  Analyst’s  opinion 
is  based  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee 
report  on  Canned  Meat.  These  recommendations  have  not  as  yet  be- 
come law  and  therefore  remain  as  simply  recommendations.  Firms 
contacted  indicated  that  while  prepared  to  comply  with  Statutory 
Regulations  they  did  not  consider  Recommendations  as  having  legal 
standing.  The  matter  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  em- 
phasis was  placed  on  the  necessity  for  having  proper  Regulations  to 
control  these  products.  In  the  meantime  the  Sampling  Officer  was 
advised  that  only  in  instances  of  gross  deficiency  would  it  be  reason- 
able to  take  prosecutions  in  these  cases. 

8.  Whole  Uncooked  Pheasant. — Taken  in  connection  with  Lead 

in  Food  Regulations.  A peculiar  anomaly  seems  bound  to  arise  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  because  of  the  following  factors  : — 

(a)  Shot  Whole  Game  : — Owing  to  technical  difficulties  of 
sampling  making  it  impracticable  to  take  Formal  Samples  of 
shot  game  carcases,  it  is  improbable  that  such  samples  will 
be  taken,  with  the  result  that  carcases  containing  large 
amounts  of  lead  will  continue  to  be  sold  in  spite  of  the  regu- 
lations. 

(b)  On  the  other  hand,  products  manufactured  from  the  minced 
up  flesh  of  the  carcases,  can  be  easily  sampled,  and  the  actual 
amount  of  lead  that  will  be  present  in  the  finished  product  is 
so  uncertain,  that  manufacturers  are  being  forced  to  cease 
manufacture,  for  fear  of  prosecution. 

The  spread  of  minute  particles  of  lead  derived  from  lead  shot 
are  sometimes  very  widely  dispersed  in  a carcase  and  in  the  pheasant 
under  investigation  the  lead  content  of  different  portions  varied  from 
nil  to  42  parts  per  million,  with  an  average  of  3 parts  per  million. 
The  Analyst  reported  this  as  excessive  lead  content  in  relation  to  the 
Lead  in  Food  Regulations. 

9.  Butter.- — Small  excess  of  water,  i.e.  0.6%.  Firm  warned. 
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COMPLAINT  SAMPLES 

1.  Orange  Drink  with  odour  of  Paraffin. — Vendor  apparently 
thawed  several  bottles  of  this  drink  near  a paraffin  heater,  after  they 
had  frozen  during  the  very  severe  frost.  The  caps  of  the  bottles  had 
been  loosened  to  prevent  bursting  and  some  of  the  caps  had  fallen 
off  the  bottles.  Vendor  was  given  a warning  and  undertook  to  use  an 
electric  fire  instead  of  the  paraffin  burner  in  the  food  store. 

2.  Plain  Flour. — Complainant  said  the  flour  bubbled  and  was 
difficult  to  mix  with  water.  Complaint  not  justified. 

3.  Slug  in  bottle  of  Sterilised  Milk. — There  was  a possible  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  slug  was  present  in  the  bottle  when  it  was  delivered 
to  the  customer,  since  the  customer  admitted  the  bottle  had  been  left 
opened  for  some  time  before  the  slug  was  discovered. 

4.  Object  in  Irish  Stew. — Complainant  considered  an  object  in 
the  stew  was  a portion  of  a mouse.  Examination  proved  the  object 
to  be  beef  gristle. 

5.  Ground  Almonds.-— Complaint  of  excessive  saltiness,  analysis 
showed  the  complaint  to  be  not  justified. 

6.  Milk  Bottle. — Minute  black  specks  fused  in  the  glass  of  the 
bottle  interior.  The  Analyst  was  of  opinion  the  specks  were  derived 
from  firework  combustion.  The  bottle  had  apparently  been  washed 
prior  to  filling  with  milk  as  no  debris  was  found  in  the  milk.  The 
vendor  was  warned. 

PROSECUTIONS  FOR  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  OFFENCES 

1.  Fly  in  Sausage. — Case  dismissed  on  the  grounds  that  it  had 
not  been  established  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  the  fly  was  in 
the  sausage  at  the  time  of  sale  to  the  customer. 

2.  Whisky.  —Adulterated,  16%  deficient  in  Proof  Spirit.  Fined 
£20  and  £3  5s.  Od.  costs. 

3.  Curried  Chicken  and  Mushroom. — Deficient  in  meat  content 
68%.  Fined  £15  and  £3  5s.  Od.  costs. 

4.  Curried  Chicken  and  Mushroom.— Deficient  in  meat  content 
56.5%.  Fined  £15  and  £3  5s.  Od.  costs. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT  OFFENCES 

Failure  to  indicate  to  the  customer  that  the  goods  were  imported  ' 
products. 

(1)  Canary  Tomatoes. — Fined  £1. 

(2)  Dutch  Tomatoes. — Fined  £1. 

(3)  Tasmanian  Apples. — Fined  £1. 

LABELLING  IRREGULARITIES 

Readymix  Ice  Cream  Powder,  Pernivit  Tablets,  Tyrocane 
Lozenges,  Cod  Liver  Oil  capsules. 
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Exception  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  presentation  or  omission  of 
information  given  on  the  package  labels.  The  firms  were  contacted 
and  will  bear  the  matter  in  mind  when  new  labels  are  obtained. 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1960 


Two  milk  pasteurising  premises  and  144  Milk  Dealers  are  licensed 
by  the  County  Council.  Visits  are  made  to  milk  premises  by  the 
County  Health  Inspector  and  samples  of  milk  are  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln  for  tests  as  to  the  adequacy  of 
Heat  Treatment  and  the  Keeping  Quality  of  the  milk  are  made.  In- 
spections of  the  Processing  Plants,  Heat  recorders  and  thermometers 
are  made  and  checks  carried  out  on  the  cleanliness  of  bottles  and 
churns.  Milk  sample  failures  are  investigated  and  re-sampling  carried 
out. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  and  types  of  milk  samples  taken 
together  with  samples  that  failed  the  appropriate  test. 


Type  of  Sample 

Failed  Keeping 
Quality  Test 

Failed  Heat 
Treatment  Test 

Pasteurised 

284 

4 

1 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

182 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

35 

— 

— 

Raw  T.T. 

34 

— 

— 

Totals 

535 

5 

1 

BIOLOGICAL  MILK  SAMPLES 

17  samples  of  Raw  Milk  being  retailed  were  submitted  for  tests 
for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Aboetus.  All  were  negative. 

SCHOOLS 

Sanitary  conditions,  infestation  by  rodents  or  insect  pests,  and 
various  complaints  are  investigated  at  Schools  and  School  Meals 
premises  by  the  County  Health  Inspector.  Similar  attention  is  given 
to  other  County  Council  premises. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  County  Health  Inspector  visits  the  swimming  pools  used  by 
school  pupils.  Estimation  of  the  chlorine  content  of  the  water  is  made 
and  samples  of  the  pool  water  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  tests 
to  be  made.  New  pools  are  coming  into  operation  at  various  schools. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  general  sanitary  administration  of  the  County  was  carried 
out  by  the  five  District  Councils  : — 


District. 

Name  of  M.O.H. 

Address. 

Boston  Borough  and 

G.  Hird,  M.B., 

8,  Bridge  Street, 

Port  

Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Boston. 

Spalding  Urban 

J.  M.  Morhtt,  B.Sc., 
M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. , D.C.H. 

Short  Street, 

Spalding. 

Boston  Rural 

G.  Hird,  M.B., 

Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

126,  London  Road, 
Boston. 

East  Elloe  Rural 

J.  M.  Morhtt,  B.Sc., 
M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Mattimore  House, 
Holbeach. 

Spalding  Rural 

J.  M.  Morhtt,  B.Sc., 
M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  D.C.H. 

Priory  Road, 

Spalding. 

CO-OPERATION. — The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  co- 
operates with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  district  authorities  on 
sanitary  matters  and,  during  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  assists 
in  obtaining  samples  for  bacteriological  examination. 


HOUSING 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  officials  of 
the  District  Councils  : — 


63 


District 

By  Local  Authority 

By  private  enterprise 

Completed 

In  progress 

Completed 

In  progress 

during  1963 

31.12.63 

during  1963 

31.12.63 

Boston  Borough 

Houses 

68 

66 

53 

34 

Bungalows 

— 

6 

40 

28 

Flats 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Spalding  Urban 

Houses 

— 

— 

27 

1 

f 91 

Bungalows 

22 

10 

22 

Flats 

— 

— 

— 

) 

Boston  Rural 

Houses 

2 

A 

X 

26 

30 

Bungalows 

20 

18 

32 

38 

Flats 

— 

20 

— 

— 

East  Elloe  Rural 

Houses 

— 

— 

28 

18 

Bungalows 

22 

22 

43 

40 

Flats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spalding  Rural 

Houses 

4 

— 

49 

32 

Bungalows 

14 

— 

54 

29 

Flats 

' 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

152 

146 

380 

340 

WATER  SUPPLY 


The  following  particulars  have  been  kindly  furnished  by  the 
Water  Engineers  of  the  Boston  Borough  Council  and  the  South  Lin- 
colnshire Water  Board  : — 

BOSTON  BOROUGH 

(a)  Supply. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  area  of  supply,  but  the  declining  pressure  during  periods  of  “ peak 
demand  ’ ’ and  the  lack  of  adequate  resources  of  water  and  storage  in 
the  town  continues  to  cause  anxiety  for  the  future. 

614  million  gallons  were  supplied  of  which  428  million  gallons 
were  obtained  from  the  Corporation's  own  sources  of  supply  at 
Revesby  and  Fordington  and  186  million  gallons  in  bulk  from  the 
South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  (185)  and  Horncastle  Rural  District 
Council  ( 1 ) . 

Domestic  and  trade  consumption  (including  waste)  over  the  area 
of  supply,  with  a water  population  of  30,000,  averaged  34.3  and  20 
galls. /head/day  respectively. 
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(b)  Works. 

The  Corporation’s  works  (including  pumping  and  treatment 
plant)  at  Revesby,  Fordington  and  Horncastle  Road  Water  Tower 
have  been  well  maintained  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 

(c)  Water  Sampling. 

Water  samples  from  the  sources  of  supply  have  been  taken  by 
the  Water  Department  staff  at  monthly  intervals  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  analysis  by  a qualified  Analyst  and  93  samples  were 
also  taken  at  random  spots  from  the  main  supply  in  the  town  by  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

82  and  11  were  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  respec- 
tively and  on  no  occasion  has  an  adverse  report  been  received. 

In  addition  the  Water  Engineer  takes  samples  for  bacteriological 
analysis  and  ensures  that  the  water  is  satisfactory,  prior  to  taking 
water  from  new  mains  laid  into  supply. 

Routine  flushing  of  mains,  particularly  at  “ dead  ends  ” is  un- 
dertaken, or  when  complaints  of  discolouration  are  received. 

(d)  Extension  of  Mains. 

ljin.,  2in.,  3in.,  4in.  and  6in.  extensions  have  been  undertaken 
(total  mileage  3.16)  in  the  Borough  and  Parish  of  Fishtoft  (Boston 
Rural  District)  to  (a)  improve  the  distribution  of  water,  (b)  to  obtain 
an  additional  bulk  supply  from  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board 
at  Fishtoft  and  (c)  provide  for  present  and  possible  future  industrial 
development  and  (d)  afford  supplies  for  new  housing  estates  both 
Council  and  private. 

In  addition  approximately  J-mile  of  old  mains  (3in.,  4in.  and 
8in.)  were  replaced  in  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

SOUTH  LINCOLNSHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 

The  first  full  operational  year  of  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water 
Board  ended  on  September  30th,  1963  and  this  report  for  the  12 
months  ended  31st  December,  1963  is  concerned  with  the  Board’s 
activities  over  that  period. 

An  initial  review  of  the  supplies  in  the  various  districts  enforced 
a conclusion  for  the  necessity  of  considerable  long  and  short  term 
planning.  In  a service  as  vital  as  public  water  supply  which  has  to 
be  maintained  under  all  circumstances  any  planned  improvement  work 
has  to  bear  this  factor  in  mind  and  sometimes  involves  interim 
measures  of  improvisation. 

The  services  of  the  Board  over  the  year  under  review  proceeded 
reasonably  satisfactorily  and  no  restrictions  had  to  be  enforced  in 
any  part  of  the  Board’s  area. 
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The  total  quantity  of  water  abstracted  from  the  three  main  sources 
used  to  supply  that  part  of  the  Board’s  area  within  the  Holland 
division  of  Lincolnshire,  including  a bulk  supply  to  the  Boston 
Borough  was  as  follows.  Figures  are  also  given  for  the  previous  year. 


From  Bourne  

From  West  Pinchbeck  ... 
From  Deeping  St.  Nicholas 


1962 

867.433.000 

382.706.000 

93,942,000 


1963 

943.155.000 

445.658.000 

82,813,000 


TOTALS  1 ,344,081 ,000  1 ,471 ,626,000 


These  figures  show  an  increase  of  127,545,000  gallons  for  the  year 
under  review  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  a further  quantity  was  abstracted  from  the  source  at 
Bourne  and  supplied  to  the  South  Kesteven  and  Bourne  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  areas  as  follows: — 

To  South  Kesteven  R.D.C.  ...  88,726,000  gallons. 

To  Bourne  U.D.C 83,808,000  gallons. 


172,534,000  gallons. 


These  records  give  a total  abstraction  from  the  Bourne  source  for 
the  year  1963  of  1,115,689,000  gallons  as  compared  with  1,035,999,000 
gallons  for  the  year  1962. 


The  quantity  of  water  supplied  in  detail  to  the  separate  areas 
within  the  Holland  (Lines.)  division  during  the  period  covered  by 
this  report  and  the  previous  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Gallons  Gallons 


Spalding  U.D.C.  ... 
Spalding  R.D.C. 
Boston  R.D.C. 

East  Elloe  R.D.C.  ... 

Boston  Borough  via 
Boston  R.D.C.  ... 


1962 

383.246.000 

294.493.000 

233.292.000 

288.784.000 


1963 

481.381.000 

324.328.000 

273.755.000 

331.478.000 


151,874,000  184,657,000 


Continuous  weekly  sampling  for  bacteriological  analyses  is  carried 
out  from  all  the  sources  and  these  have  given  satisfactory  results. 

A recent  chemical  analyses  of  water  from  the  Bourne  and  Pinch- 
beck sources  gave  the  following  results  which  are  in  parts  per  million. 
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Appearance  

Bourne 

Bright  with 

Pinchbeck 

Bright  with 

Turbidity  

very  few 
particles 
less  than  3 

very  few 
particles 
less  than  3 

Colour  

Nil 

Nil 

Odour  

Nil. 

Slight  Hydrogen 

P FT 

JL  • Jl-  jl  • •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

7.2 

Sulphide 

7.3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

28 

24 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  ... 

25 

21 

Total  Hardness  

400 

310 

Carbonate  

230 

240 

Non-carbonate  

170 

70 

Oxygen  absorbed  

0.3 

0.3 

Iron  

absent 

0.08 

Manganese  

0.04 

0.04 

Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  

absent 

absent 

Fluoride  

less  than  0.1 

0.4 

The  analysts  report  in  each  case  stated  the  samples  were  practi- 
cally clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  re-action  and  free 
from  metals  apart  from  negligible  traces  of  iron  and  manganese  (Pinch- 
beck) and  manganese  (Bourne). 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  not  excessively  so,  it 
contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  and  it  is  of  very  satisfactory 
organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  indicative 
of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes 
apart  from  the  objection  that  the  Bourne  water  is  very  hard  in  charac- 
ter. 


A considerable  number  of  main  extensions  have  been  planned  and 
carried  out  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  serving  new  developments  but 
also  to  afford  link-ups  between  the  neighbouring  local  authorities  and 
to  co-ordinate  the  whole  reticulation  system. 

These  extensions  in  the  various  authorities’  areas  within  the  Hoi- 


land  division 

are  set  out  as 

follows  : — 

Diameter 

8oston  Rural 
District 
lin.  yds. 

East  Elloe 
Rural  District 
lin.  yds. 

Spalding  Rural 
District 
jin.  yds. 

Spalding  Urban 
District 
lin.  yds. 

1 1 " 

1 2 

62 

2" 

2,209 

872 

684 

3" 

459 

1,046 

2,473 

1,043 

6" 

557 

9" 

5,170 

1,016 

8,425 

3,407 

1,727 
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The  9-inch  trunk  main  extension  in  the  East  Elloe  district  com- 
pletes the  trunk  main  duplication  scheme  mentioned  in  the  previous 
report. 

The  policy  of  the  Board  is  one  of  increasing  expansion  in  source 
works,  pumping  stations,  storage  reservoirs  and  mains  to  meet  the 
growing  demand  for  water  supply  throughout  the  whole  of  its  area. 
In  a district  committed  to  intensive  agricultural  and  horticultural  ex- 
pansion this  demand  can  create  considerable  difficulties  in  peak  periods 
in  consequence  of  its  fluctuating  nature  enforced  by  varying  weather 
conditions. 

Within  economic  limits  the  Board  desires  to  meet  all  demands 
both  domestic  and  industrial  and  no  efforts  are  spared  towards  this 
end. 

SEWERAGE— IMPROVEMENTS  IN  1963 


BOSTON  BOROUGH. 

Work  has  commenced  on  Stage  III  of  the  West  Side  Sewerage 
Scheme  which  covers  the  districts  round  Sleaford  Road,  Woodville 
Road  and  Fenside  Road. 

BOSTON  RURAL. 

Leverton  Sewerage  Scheme. — This  scheme  is  now  in  operation 
and  a number  of  properties  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers. 

Freiston  and  Butterwick  and  Extensions  in  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton 
Sewerage  Scheme. — After  two  years  construction  approximately  70% 
of  the  main  sewers  have  been  laid  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Fishtoft — Pilleys  Lane,  Sibsey  Road,  Wainfleet  Road,  Toot 

Lane,  Rochford  Tower  Lane,  Woodthorpe 
Avenue,  Willoughby  Road  and  part  of  White 
House  Lane. 

(b)  Freiston — Church  Road,  Hilldyke  Road,  School  Lane  and 

Park  Road  Estate,  Priory  Road  and  Church  Road 
near  Vicarage. 

(c)  Butterwick — Part  of  School  Lane,  Mill  Lane,  Homers  Lane, 

Spital  Hill  Road  and  part  of  Brand’s  End  Road. 

(d)  Wyberton — Ralphs  Lane,  The  Causeway  (North  End),  West 

End  Road,  Tytton  Lane  West  and  Tytton  Lane 
East. 

Also  11  pumping  stations  have  been  sunk  and  good  progress 
is  being  maintained  on  the  extension  of  the  Fishtoft  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

Connection  can  now  be  made  to  the  sewers  in  Rochford  Tower 
Lane,  Woodthorpe  Avenue  and  Toot  Lane,  Fishtoft,  and  also  in 
Tytton  Lane  West  and  West  End  Road,  Wyberton.  Messrs.  Joseph 
Wing’s  factory  has  now  been  connected  to  the  sewer. 
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Old  Leake  Sewerage  Scheme. — Contract  commenced  in  July, 
1963  and  approximately  40%  of  the  sewers  have  been  laid  to  date. 
The  pumping  station  has  been  sunk  and  good  progress  is  being  main- 
tained at  the  treatment  works. 

Swineshead  Sewerage  Scheme. — Ministry  approval  has  been  given 
for  the  Council  to  invite  tenders. 

SPALDING  URBAN. 

No  main  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year. 

SPALDING  RURAL. 

During  the  year  work  proceeded  on  the  main  sewerage  schemes 
for  the  villages  of  Donington  and  Gosberton. 

EAST  ELLOE  RURAL. 

There  have  been  no  sewerage  improvements  carried  out  during 
1963. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

KSrgfJHWCBJCTMBMn— BBMmS—KI  II  ■ — 

The  County  Welfare  Officer  reports  as  follows  : — 

1. — WELFARE  OF  THE  DISABLED.  As  in  previous  years  the 
services  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Disabled  provided  by  the  County  Wel- 
fare Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Holland  Society  for  the  Dis- 
abled have  continued  to  expand.  There  has  not  however  been  the 
same  large  increase  in  the  total  number  of  persons  registered  as  was 
the  case  during  the  previous  year.  The  Register  of  Disabled  Persons 
is  arranged  in  sections  corresponding  with  the  formula  prescribed  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the 


Register 

; — 

M. 

F. 

T. 

A/E 

Amputation  

12 

8 

20 

F 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  

40 

97 

137 

G 

Congenital  malformations  and  deformities 

34 

32 

66 

H/L 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary 
system  ; of  the  heart  or  circulatory  system  ; 
of  the  respiratory  system  (other  than  tuber- 
culosis) and  of  the  skin 

23 

38 

61 

Q/T 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  ab- 
domen, pelvis  or  trunk.  Injuries  or  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper  and 
lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine  

22 

22 

44 

V 

Organic  nervous  diseases — epilepsy,  dissem- 
inated  sclerosis,  poliomyelitis,  hemiplegia, 
sciatica,  etc 

75 

88 

163 

u/w 

Neuroses,  psychoses  and  other  nervous  and 
mental  disorders  not  included  in  V 

6 

9 

15 

X 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

— 

— 

— 

69 


Y Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  — 

Z Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above  ...  1 


M. 


F.  T. 
1 1 
6 7 


Not  Classified 


213  301  514 

35 


549 


Through  its  local  committees  the  Holland  Society  for  the  Disabled 
has  continued  to  enlarge  its  social  services  for  ihe  disabled,  including 
club  activities,  social  outings,  holidays,  etc.  The  Society  has  also 
increased  its  stock  of  aids  which  are  loaned  to  disabled  to  assist  them 
in  living  so  far  as  is  possible  a normal  life  in  their  own  homes. 

The  Society  employs  three  part-time  social  workers  whose  ser- 
vices are  in  great  demand.  During  the  year  the  County  Council  have 
employed  three  craft  teachers  to  give  domiciliary  instruction  in  crafts 
to  the  disabled  living  in  their  own  homes  and  also  to  take  classes 
at  the  Cheshire  Foundation  Home  at  Fleet  and  an  Old  People’s  Home. 
The  latter  service  has  proved  such  a success  that  the  Welfare  Com- 
mittee have  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Council  to  an  extension  of 
the  service  to  incorporate  all  the  Old  People’s  Homes  during  the  en- 
suing year.  As  in  previous  years,  both  the  Society  and  the  Welfare 
Committee  have  availed  themselves  of  stands,  generously  provided 
by  the  organising  bodies,  at  a number  of  shows  and  exhibitions.  These 
have  proved  most  beneficial  in  publicising  the  welfare  services  for  the 
disabled,  the  sale  of  craft  work  and  the  demonstration  of  aids. 

2.— WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

(a)  Voluntary  Body.  For  over  a quarter  of  a century  the  Bos- 
ton and  Holland  Blind  Society  have  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  County 
Council  for  all  aspects  of  the  domiciliary  welfare  services  for  the  blind. 
A close  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Blind 
Society,  the  County  Welfare  Department  and  the  two  Home  Teachers 
for  the  Blind  who  are  on  the  staff  of  the  Welfare  Department.  During 
November,  1963,  one  of  the  Home  Teachers  left  to  take  an  appoint- 
ment with  another  Authority  and  it  had  not  been  possible  to  fill  this 
vacancy  by  the  end  of  the  year.  For  a number  of  years,  the  Society 
have  owned  and  administered  a small  Home  for  16  blind  women  of 
all  ages.  The  facilities  provided  by  this  Home  are  extremely  bene- 
ficial. The  Society  have  continued  to  make  from  their  own  funds 
numerous  grants  in  cash  and  kind  to  supplement  the  statutory  grants 
payable  by  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  and  the  National 
Assistance  Board. 

(b)  Blind  Register.  The  number  on  the  blind  register  at  the 
31st  December,  1963,  was  167,  eight  less  than  the  previous  December. 
22  new  cases  were  registered  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  whom 
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were  over  70  years  of  age.  There  were  four  transfers  into  the  area 
and  three  out  of  the  area,  30  persons  died. 

(c)  Partially  Sighted  Register.  The  number  on  the  Partially 
Sighted  Register  on  the  31st  December,  1963,  was  51.  Of  these  25 
were  men  and  26  were  women,  8 new  cases  were  registered  in  the 
year,  2 were  transferred  to  the  Blind  Register  and  1 transferred  out  of 
the  area. 

(d)  Children.  The  Blind  Register  includes  8 children.  Of  these 
2 girls  are  at  schools  for  the  blind  and  one  younger  boy  is  in  the  Sun- 
shine Home  at  East  Grinstead.  1 boy  is  in  hospital  and  another  in  a 
psychiatric  hospital.  The  three  youngest  children  are  in  their  own 
homes.  Of  these  two  are  babies,  both  registered  during  the  year.  One 
older  boy  is  at  th  etraining  centre  of  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the 
Blind,  Shropshire.  There  are  also  one  boy  and  two  girls  attending 
special  schools.  An  older  boy  has  begun  training  and  it  is  hoped 
eventually  that  he  will  be  able  to  go  into  open  industry. 

(e)  Homeworkers.  For  several  years  past  the  number  of  Home- 
workers has  steadily  decreased  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  been 
reduced  to  two.  During  the  year,  one  has  had  to  retire  owing  to  ill- 
ness and  two  others  by  reason  of  age. 

3.— WELFARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY. 

(a)  Old  People’s  Homes.  The  new  purpose  built  home  in  Spald- 
ing mentioned  in  the  last  report  was  completed  during  the  early 
autumn  of  1963.  This  home,  which  provides  accommodation  for  40 
elderly  people  of  both  sexes  in  single,  double  and  four  bedded  rooms, 
was  officially  opened  by  the  Earl  of  Ancaster  on  the  9th  October, 
1963.  The  number  of  places  provided  in  Old  People's  Homes  remain 
unchanged  during  the  year  (281)  because  Bank  House,  Gosberton 
(an  adapted  property  accommodating  20  people)  has  been  closed 
for  modernisation  and  extensions  but  20  people  have  been  removed 
from  the  joint  user  establishment.  The  accommodation  now  provided 
is  therefore  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Adapted  Properties  

165 

Purpose  built  homes 

80 

Joint  user  establishment 

36 

• 

281 

During  the  year  a start  was  made  on  the  building  of  a new  home 
in  Boston  which  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  in  the  autumn 
of  1964.  This  will  also  provide  accommodation  for  40  persons  of  both 
sexes. 

(b)  Grouped  Bungalow  Schemes.  During  the  year  under  review 
no  new  schemes  of  group  bungalows  specially  designed  for  the  hous- 
ing of  the  elderly  were  erected  by  the  Housing  Authorities,  but  terms 


71 


were  agreed  with  the  Spalding  R.D.C.  for  the  building  of  a group 
of  13  bungalows  and  16  flatlets  at  Pinchbeck.  The  number  of  bun- 
galows provided  by  the  Housing  Authorities  therefore  remains  un- 
changed, viz  : — 

Borough  of  Boston — comprehensive  scheme  20  bungalows 

East  Elloe  R.D.C. — comprehensive  scheme  18  bungalows 

Spalding  R.D.C. — modified  schemes  73  bungalows 

(c)  Meals  on  Wheels  Service.  During  this  year,  the  Meals  on 

Wheels  Service  was  extended  to  the  Old  Leake,  Wrangle  and  Leverton 
areas  covering  a further  27  persons.  The  existing  schemes  at  Boston, 
Spalding,  Holbeach,  Crowland,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge  cater 
for  182  persons.  There  are  now  over  200  meals  served  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  of  each  week  except  during  school  holidays  when  the 
school  meals  kitchens  (which  are  the  source  of  supply)  are  of  course 
closed.  The  total  number  of  meals  served  during  1963  was  12,511. 
The  scheme  is  administered  on  behalf  of  the  Welfare  Committee  by 
the  W.V.S.  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  regular  serving  of  a properly 
cooked  and  balanced  meal  makes  a material  contribution  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  recipients.  Provision  has  been  made  for  further  expansion 
during  the  next  year. 

4.— PROBLEM  AND  HOMELESS  FAMILIES.  Close  liaison 
between  the  Health,  Children's  and  Welfare  Departments  with  the 
Housing  Authorities  has  been  maintained  in  dealing  with  a number  of 
“ difficult  ” and  “ problem  ” families.  This  is  a service  which  takes 
up  a tremendous  amount  of  time  of  the  various  social  welfare  officers 
and  the  results  of  their  work  are  not  always  apparent.  Nevertheless 
there  seems  little  doubt  that  these  families  have  been  assisted  and 
their  admission  into  care  avoided. 


■ 


